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3 Israeli policemen arrested 
for beating Jordanian tourist 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AP) — - Three Israeli bor- 
der policemen have been aiTested on suspicion of 
assaulting a Jordanian tourist, Israeli media reported 
Friday. The three appeared Thursday in the Jerusalem 
magistrates court, which extended their detention for 
five days, Israel Radio and television said. The tourist, 
aged 24. had come to Jerusalem to visit Palestinian 
relatives, after undergoing open heart surgery. He told 
the court the three stopped him on the street, punched 
him and kicked him. In his passport they scribbled 
abuse, calling him a liar and saying the passport was 
forged. They released him only when he opened his 
shirt and showed them the scar from his heart opera- 
tion. Channel 1 and Channel 2 television said. 
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King to meet Assad 
before end of July 

HM to hold talks with Ross 


AMMAN (Agencies) — 
His Majesty King Hussein 
is expected to pay a visit to 
Syria before the end of July 
in a further effort to cement 
Jordanian-Syrian reconcili- 
ation and to brief President 
Hafez AJ Assad on the out- 
come of talks Jordanian 
officials plan to hold with 
the Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu dur- 
ing his expected visit to 
Amman later this month. 

An official source said 
i|that the King plans to meet 
with Mr. Netanyahu on July 
25 in a bid to give momen- 
tum to the Arab-Israeli 
peace negotiations. 

Mr. Netanyahu was 
expected to visit the King- 
dom on July 25 but his 
office announced Friday 
that Mr. Netanyahu has 
delayed his visit because of 
a Jewish holiday. No date 
had been set for Mr. 
Netanyahu's first visit to 
Jordan since his election 
victory on May 29. his 
office said. 

King Hussein had met 
President Assad and dis- 
cussed arrangements of his 
coming visit to Damascus 
at a side meeting during the 


Cairo Arab su mmi t last 
month. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti, who met 
in Cairo Tuesday with the 
Syrian foreign minister, 
was quoted as saying that 
the King's visit to Damas- 
cus will take place soon but 
did not name a date or go 
into details. 

According to the same 
source. Mr. Kabariti, who 
left for London Thursday to 
join King Hussein on his 
working visit to the United 
Kingdom, will attend a 
meeting which the King 
will hold with U.S. Middle 
East envoy Dennis Ross in 
the British capital ahead of 
Mr. Ross’s new Middle 
East tour. 

While in London. Mr. 
Kabariti is also expected to 
hold talks with British offi- 
cials on Jordan's debts to 
Britain, according to the 
source. 

Before leaving for Lon- 
don, Mr. Kabariti met in 
Amman Thursday with 
Mahmoud Abbas (Abu 
Mazen). a leading member 
of the Executive Committee 
of the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) and 


stressed that Jordan was 
firmly committed to sup- 
porting the pan-Arab stand 
with regard to the peace 
process. 

He said the Kingdom was 
determined to pursue 
efforts for the continuation 
of the Arab-Israeli negotia- 
tions on ail tracks for the 
attainment of a just and 
comprehensive peace. 

Speaking on Jordan Tele- 
vision after the meeting, 
Mr. Abbas said that discus- 
sion with Mr. Kabariti 
covered the current diplo- 
matic efforts in Cairo anri 
Amman to give momentum 
to die peace process. 

Describing Mr. Kabariti’s 
visit in the past week to Tel 
Aviv and his meeting with 
Mr. Netanyahu as “very 
important." Mr. Abbas 
said that the PLO has start- 
ed to hear a different tone 
from the Israeli government 
concerning the peace 
process. citing Mr. 
Netanyahu’s announce- 
ment that his government 
was committed to imple- 
menting the Oslo deal with 
the Palestinians. 


U.S. envoy to visit the region 
jn bid to revive peace talks 


By Lamis Andoni 

BOSTON — Special U.S. 
envoy to the Middle East 
Dennis Ross will shortly 
stan a trip to the region to 
boost efforts spearheaded 
by Jordan and Egypt to 
break the stalemate in the 
Middle East peace process, 
well-informed American 
sources in Washington said. 

American administration 
officials said that the U.S. 
had no desire to practice 
pressure on any of the par- 
ties involved bur hopes that 
Jordan and Egypl will work 
out an arrangement with 
Israel to resume the Pales- 
tinian-Israeli negotiations 
and maintain the process of 
normalisation of relations 
between Israel and the Arab 
World. 

The official believe that 
the stalemate in the peace 
talks should not be allowed 
to disrupt the normalisation 
process that could be 
slowed down by .Arab gov- 
ernments in protest against 
the hardline policies of new 
Israeli govemmem. 

Mr. Ross told reporters on 
Thursday that the U.S. does 
not intend to impose any 
steps on any of the parries 
involved. 

"We cannot impose 
peace, we can pursue it in a 
way that is designed to find 
possible pathways and to 
create openings if there is 
in fact the potential open- 
ing.” he said. 

Administration officials 
told the Jordan Times that 
an Israeli implementation 
of Oslo agreements should 
provide such an opening to 
move the stalled process 
but the U.S. thinks it is 
counterproductive ro “exer- 
cise pressure on any party." 

However, they said that 
the American administra- 


.-*v 


rion thinks that the Arab 
^parties involved, especially. 
^Jordan and Egypt- are capa- 
ble of reaching a break- 
through with Israel to move 
the peace process forward. 

A week after the visit of 


Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu to 
Washington. American 
administration officials 
have concluded that the sit- 
uation in Israel and the 
region would prompt the 
new Israeli government to 
adhere to the peace process 
despite its hardline rhetoric. 

The American position is 
based on a view here that 
the widening gap between 
the Arab and Israeli posi- 
tions regarding the future of 
the Arab territories thar are 
still under Israeli control 
should not obstruct the nor- 
malisation process between 
the Arab World and Israel. 

In this context, however, 
the implementation of the 
Palestinian-Israeli agree- 
ments. regardless of the dif- 
ferences between the two 
sides. on the final status of 
the West Bank and Gaza, 
are a prerequisite for keep- 
ing the process alive. 

Therefore, administration 
officials concluded that the 
Israeli government should 
be judged by its policies on 
the ground and not by its 
slogans. They point out that 
the Israeli government has 
not taken any serious steps 
on the ground that could 
reverse the peace process. 

"Netanyahu has said all 
the right tilings. We have to 
wait and see what direction 
he will take in the coming 
weeks." a source close to 
the a dmi nistration said. 

The .American position 
reenforced views among 
.Arab Americans that the 
U.S. was accommodating 
Mr. Netanyahu in spite of 
his hardline statements dur- 
ing his visit to Washington. 
But administration officials 
argue that they would be 
concerned about the Israeli 
prime ministers statements 
if they are accompanied by 
steps on the ground that 
could obstruct the peace 
process. 

However, they say, if Mr. 
Netanyahu takes some pos- 
itive moves such as easing 
the closure of the West 


Bank and the Gaza Strip, 
redeploy troops in Hebron 
and expand the redeploy- 
ments in other areas of the 
West Bank, the peace 
process will pick up pace. 

Officials denied that the 
American administration 
has asked Mr. Netanyahu to 
take specific steps, but they 
seemed confident that the 
Israeli government will 
make important moves in 
the next four to five weeks. 

It appears, however, that 
Washington is concerned 
by two issues, the first is to 
get the Palestinians, the 
Syrians and the Lebanese 
back to the negotiating 
table and the second is for 
the Palestinian-Israeli talks 
to be resumed as soon as 
possible. 

The American official 
view is that unless progress 
is made on the Israeli- 
Palestinian track, the peace 
process in its wider aspects 
of establishing economic, 
political and security coop- 
eration between Israel and 
the Arab states will be 
stalled. 

Thus. American officials 
say that they are confident 
thar Mr. Netanyahu will 
eventually meet Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat if only 
because Israel will realise 
that an Israeli-Palestinian 
partnership is crucial to the 
continuity of the normalisa- 
tion process with the Arab 
World. 

They believe that Jordan 
and Egypt, the two parties 
capable of shoring up sup- 
port for the peace process 
in the Arab World, will 
make it clear to Israel that 
peace in the region depends 
on restoring “Israeli-Pales- 
tinian partnership.” 
Consequently, the offi- 
cials, who spoke to the Jor- 
dan Times on condition of 
anonymity, said that the 
American administration 

will not take any direct 
move to step up the pace of 
the peace process. 

(Continued on page 7) 



Mubarak: Arabs can do 
business with Netanyahu 

Palestinians downplay 
results of Cairo meeting 


The Olympic flag is raised in Atlanta as the Centen- 
nial Olympic Games opened Friday with a record 
197 countries taking part. See Olympic supplement 
inside (Reuters photo) 


CAIRO (Agencies) — In 
some of his most optimistic 
comments yet. President 
Hosni Mubarak declared 
Friday that Arab countries 
could reach peace with 
Israel's right-wing prime 
minister. 

Mr. Mubarak said despite 
his own doubts, he found 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu to be “receptive 
to a great extent" during 
two hours of talks Thursday 
and was confident that 
Israel wanted to move 
ahead with the stalled Mid- 
dle East peace process. 

“Many were pessimistic 
and I was even fearful, but I 
found a lot of hope that 
peace could be achieved 
with the Likud leader." Mr. 
Mubarak said in an inter- 
view with Egyptian Televi- 
sion. 

Mr. Netanyahu arrived in 
Egypt Thursday on his first 
visit to an Arab country as 
Israel’s prime minister. He 
took no major steps to calm 
a region upset over his elec- 
tion victory two months 
ago, but took pains to praise 
his hosts and speak encour- 


agingly about peace. 

Arab countries have wor- 
ried that Netanyahu's oppo- 
sition to trading land Israel 
occupied in the 1967 war 
for peace would effectively 
end the Arab-Israeli negoti- 
ations. That formula has 
been the basis of talks thar 
began in Madrid, Spain, in 
1991. 

Mr. Mubarak’s remarks 
suggested that Egypt was 
keen on seeking a more 
conciliatory approach to 
Mr. Netanyahu’s govern- 
ment 

“There will be difficulties 
at one time or another but I 
have a lot of hope that the 
peace process will continue 
because Netanyahu wants a 
solution to reach peace," 
Mr. Mubarak said. 

He warned, however, Chat 
the Israeli leader’s insis- 
tence on security could lead 
to delays and possibly even 
more violence. 

“If we wait for the sake of 
security and then we search 
for peace, we will not reach 
a solution,” Mr. Mubarak 
said. 

Palestinian President Yas- 


ser Arafat will travel to 
Egypt on Saturday to be 
briefed by Mr. Mubarak on 
the results of his talks with 
Mr. Netanyahu. 

The brief visit lasting 
“several hours" will focus 
on the "developments in 
the peace process in the 
light of Netanyahu’s visit.” 
said the official news 
agency MENA. 

Mr. Arafat's visit to Cairo 
was announced as senior 
Palestinian officials said 
they had yer to see Mr. 
Netanyahu soften his hard- 
line stance despite upbeat 
comments by Mr. 
Mubarak. 

Khaled Salam. an aide to 
Mr. Arafat, said Mr. 
Netanyahu spoke softly fol- 
lowing his first official 
meeting with Mr. Mubarak 
on Thursday but gave no 
answers to any of the key 
questions crucial to Middle 
East peace-making. 

“Netanyahu used a differ- 
ent language in Cairo from 
that which he used in front 
of the American Congress. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Iraq wants 
swift action 
on U.N. 
food plan 


BAGHDAD ( AFPj — 
Iraqis, hit by six years of 
crippling U.N. sanctions, 
were Friday pinning their 
hopes on a swift implemen- 
tation of a U.N. oil-for- 
food deal after an amended 
plan to distribute humani- 
tarian aid • won U.N. 
approval. 

On the financial markets, 
the Iraqi dinar rose slightly 
against the dollar with the 
news, trading Friday at 9S4 
dinars to the greenback 
compared with 997 last 
week Prices for certain 
food products also fell by 
10 per cent 

The Iraqi dinar has been 
in free fall since the United 
Nations slapped oil and 
trade sanctions on Baghdad 
following its August 1990 
invasion of Kuwait. Before 
the invasion and seven- 
month occupation the dinar 
was worth 3.2 dollars. 

But Iraqis were cautious 
Friday. “The prices have 
not fallen by much and the 
rates are unchanged. The 
approval of the Iraqi plan 
doesn’t mean much for the 
moment since the sales of 
crude have not yet begun," 
said one Iraqi, Sahira Abul 
Rahman. 

“We’U have to wait and 
see how the situation devel- 
ops,” she added. 

Umm Abdullah said she 
thought “prices would fall 
a lot, but unfortunately that 
has not happened. The 
money just doesn't stretch 
that far and I couldn't buy 
anything” 

Iraqi chief negotiator 
Abdul Amir A1 Anbari told 
journalists at the United 
Nations in New York that 
U.N. Secretary General 
Boutros Ghali had formally 
approved the food distribu- 
tion plan in a letter. 

But he said further proce- 

(Coatinned on page 7) 


Kabariti: Lifting bread subsidies serves national interests 

Compensation rules announced 


AMMAN (Petra) — 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti has con- 
firmed that the govern- 
ment will “rechannel" 
bread subsidies which will 
lead to a hike in bread 
prices, saying that he con- 
siders the decision a 
national responsibility 
which will serve the inter- 
ests of the Kingdom. 

President of the Dentists 
Union Said Abu Meizer, 
who was received by the 
prime minister along with 
a delegation representing 
professional unions, quot- 


ed Mr. Kabariti as promis- 
ing an efficient mecha- 
nism for providing the 
people with the compen- 
sation for the hike in bread 
prices. 

Meanwhile, the Ministry 
of Supply announced how 
the government would 
apply the compensation 
for the lifting of the sub- 
sidy on bread. According 
to Minister of Supply 
Munir Sobar, who 
announced the application 
policy on Jordan Televi- 
sion on Thursday, the 
compensation would be as 


follows: 

— Employees and pen- 
sioners of the public sec- 
tor, military personnel and 
financial institutions will 
receive JD 1.28 added to 
their monthly salaries for 
eveiy member registered 
in their family book. 

— Beneficiaries of the 
National Aid Fund (NAP 7 ) 
will receive the whole cost 
of bread, a sum of JD 2.8 
for each member of their 
family. There are around 
40,000 families in this cat- 
egory. 

— Holders of food 


coupons can obtain the 
subsidy through autho- 
rised banks three or four 
times a year by producing 
their family books. 

— Persons who do not 
have food coupons run 
call at supply departments 
in various govemorates to 
obtain bread coupons. 

— Gazans living in Jor- 
dan and Palestine refugees 
who hold temporary pass- 
ports can receive the sub- 
sidy from the supply 
departments. 


Council 
maintains 
sanctions 
on Libya 

UNITED NATIONS {R) — 
Sanctions imposed on 
Libya in connection with, 
the 1988 Lockerbie air dis- 
aster were left unchanged 
on Friday after a Security 
Council review of the 
curbs, council members 
said. 

The sanctions, which 
include an air embargo, a 
ban on arms sales and the 
downgrading of diplomatic 
relations, were imposed in 
1992 because of Libya’s 
refusal to extradite two 
men accused of planting a 
bomb aboard Pan Am 
Flight 103 which exploded 
over Lockerbie, Scotland, 
killing 270 people. 

The sanctions against 
Libya, which the council 
reviews every 120 days, 
also penalise Tripoli for not 
cooperating in the investi- 
gation into the 1989 bomb- 
ing of France’s UTA Flight 
772 over Niger which 
killed all 171 aboard. 


U.S. pressures Bosnian Serbs 
to accept Karadzic’s resignation 


WASHINGTON (AFP) 
— The United States 
pressured Bosnian Serbs 
Friday to abide by an 
agreement ending the 
political career of their 
leader Radovan Karadzic, 
who is wanted for geno- 
cide in the 1992-1995 
Bosnian war. 

The administration of 
President Bill Ginton 
welcomed the resignation 
of Mr. Karadzic that was 
negotiated overnight by 
envoy Richard Holbrooke 
. in talks with Serbian 
President Slobodan Milo- 
sevic and Bosnian Serb 
leaders in Belgrade. 

But U.S. officials cau- 
tioned they were looking 
for concrete signs that the 
three-point statement 
signed by Mr. Karadzic 
would be upheld as the 
Bosnian Serb Republic 
heads towards its first 
post-war elections on 
Sept. 14. 

“We know that agree- 
ments are always impor- 
tant but implementing 
them is more important 
We want to let them 
know that we will be 
watching,” State Depart- 
ment spokesman 


Nicholas Bums said. 

“We’re not naive," one 
official said, speaking on 
condition he not* be 
named. “We are not tak- 
ing this piece of paper as 
a done deal." 

The agreement that- ivas 
faxed to Mr. Karadzic for 
signing following a 10- 
hour marathon negotia- 
tion called on the Bosn- 
ian Serb leader to relin- 
quish his presidential 
powers and resign as 
president of the Serb 
Democratic Party (SDS). 

It also prohibits him 
from appearing at public 
events, granting media 
interviews or running in 
• the elections. The restric- 
tions . were aimed at cur- 
tailing Mr. Karadzic’s 
influence in the cam- 
paign. 

Mr. Bums underscored 
the importance of that 
provision and warned 
that any appearance by 
Mr. Karadzic would 
prompt international rep- 
resentatives to reconsider 
crossing out SDS candi- 
dates from the ballot 
That threat weighed 
heavily in the Bosnian 
Serbs’ decision to agree 


to Mr. Karadzic’s resig- 
nation, U.S. officials 
said. 

It was the centrepiece 
of a strategy that consist- 
ed of targetting Mr. 
Karadzic’s supporters 
and forcing them to dis- 
tance themselves from 
their leader. 

Under the Bosnia peace 
accord, indicted war 
criminals cannot hold 
public office and cannot 
stand in the elections. 

Washington had also 
invested much effort in 
bringing Mr. Milosevic 
on board the drive to turn 
Mr. Karadzic into a pari- 
ah by holding out the 
promise of U.S. diplo- 
matic recognition, for- 
eign investment and 
reconstruction aid. 

But a previous attempt 
by the international com- 
munity in June had 
ended in failure, prompt- 
ing scepticism here that 
despite the diplomatic 
breakthrough, compli- 
ance was not assured. 
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U.N. calls off inspection after Iraq 
refuses access, starts new inspection 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) 
— U.N. Inspectors Friday 
gave up trying to inspect a 
site suspected of concealing 
banned weapons after Iraqi 
officials defied Security 
Council demands and 
refused unconditional access 
to the facility. 

But chief inspector Rolf 
Ekeus said team members 
remained in Baghdad and 
were beginning a new 
inspection as part of UN. 
efforts to determine whether 
Iraq was complying with 
council orders to dismantle 
its weapons of mass destruc- 
tion programmes. 

‘■We were blocked at all 
accesses to the facility we 
wanted to inspect,” Mr. 
Ekeus told reporters after 
meeting with council presi- 
dent Alain Dejammer of 
France. 

U.N. sources, speaking on 


condition of anonymity, 
described Iraq's action as a 
serious breach of the . council 
resolutions which ended the 
199 1 Gulf war. They said the 
inspectors wanted to search 
the fxility for ‘"concealed 
weapons.” 

Last Tuesday, Iraqi guards 
blocked inspectors from the 
site, c laiming the route 
passed through a "presiden- 
tial area" forbidden to for- 
eigners. The inspection was 
the first test of a an agree- 
ment signed by Iraqi Deputy 
Prime Minister Tariq Aziz 
affirming the inspectors* 
right to “immediate, uncon- 
ditional and unrestricted" 
access to all sites believed to 
conceal banned weapons. 

On Thursday. Iraqi 
Ambassador Nizar Ham- 
doon said the dispute had 
been resolved and the team 
was escorted to the site but 


broke off its inspection after 
sundown. 

But Mr. Ekeus and other 
UN. officials said Mr. Ham- 
doon’s account was untrue. 

Undera 1991 council reso- 
lution, Iraq was required to 
destroy all its long-range 
missiles and halt its nuclear, 
biological and chemical 
weapons programmes. 

The inspectors must verify 
compliance before the coun- 
cil will lift economic sanc- 
tions imposed on Iraq after 
Baghdad's 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait • 

But Mr. Ekeus says he 
doubts Iraq has complied 
British Ambassador John 
Weston said Iraq's refusal to 
allow inspectors to enter all 
sites will serve only to delay 
the lifting of those sanctions. 
Despite Iraq’s refusal, the 
United Nations is moving 
toward allowing the Iraqis to 


resume s elling oil to buy 
food and medicine for its 
people; 

The UN. agreed in May to 
permit Iraq to sell $2 billion 
worth of oil every 180 days 
to buy humanitarian ■ sup- 
plies. Iraq needed to draw up 
a distribution plan accept- 
able to the UN. before the 
sales could begin. 

Secretary-General Boutros 
Boutros-Ghali approved the 
distribution plan Thursday. 
A Security Council commit- 
tee stQl needs to approve 
separate procedures for the 

exports, which could be 
finalised next week. Western 
diplomats have said Iraqi oO 
could begin flowing by (he 
end of August 

The oil-frar-food deal is an 
exemption to the economic 
sanctions and is designed to 
alleviate civilian suffering 
caused by the embargo. 


Dialogue to start on Cyprus military divide 


NICOSIA (R) — - Cyprus will 
propose substantial reduction 
of military forces along the 
island's ceasefire line when 
talks brokered by U.S. envoy 
Madeleine Albright start 
between rival armies, a 
spokesman said on Friday. 

“When we enter this dia- 
logue the position of our side 
will be for substantial 
unmanning — not Just a few 
metres.” government 
spokesman Yiannakis Cas- 
sou tides told Cyprus Radio. 

The meeting, the first 
between the military com- 
manders of the Cypriot 
National Guard and the Turk- 
ish forces occupying north- 
ern Cyprus, was announced 
by Ms. Albright during a visit 
to the Mediterranean island 
on Thursday. 

“Obviously we give this 
meeting the highest priority," 
said* Peter Schmitz, senior 
political adviser in UNFT- 
CYP, the United Nations 
peacekeeping force ■ in 
Cyprus 


“We want it sooner rather 
than later," he told Reuters. 

The talks are a diplomatic 
breakthrough for Ms. 
Albright. Washington's 
ambassador to the United 
Nations, and could be a key 
step towards resolving the 
Cyprus impasse since 
Turkey's army invaded 
Cyprus on July 20, 1974 after 
a brief Greek coup engi- 
neered by the military junta 
in Athens. 

Talk on reuniting the Island 
as a bicommunal federation 
has been bandied about since 
then without any concrete 
result while both sides vigor- 
ously beefed up their defence 
capabilities. 

“It’s exciting news,” said 
one diplomat. “The only 
tiling still hanging in the air is 
the date of the meeting.” 

The leaders of the two 
armies will discuss technical 
ways to defuse tension 
between the two sides, 
heightened Last month after a 
Greek Cypriot soldier was 


killed by a Turkish Cypriot. 

Representing the Greek 
Cypriot side will be National 
Guard Commander Lieu- 
tenant General Nlcolaos Vor- 
voiakos, a m ainland Greek, 
known for his comment on 
the soldier’s killing last 
month: “A Turk is a Turk and 
will remain a Turk.” 

Opposite him will be Gen- 
eral Hasan Kundakd a 
Mainland turk. commander 
of the 30,000-strong Turkish 
forces occupying northern 
Cyprus, whom diplomats 
describe as a powerful figure 
in the breakway enclave who 
is actively involved in poli- 
tics. 

‘The key to the U.S. suc- 
cess was actually getting 
Kundakd to propose himself 
as negotiator," said one diplo- 
matic source Insisting on 
anonymity. “There were dis- 
agreements among the Turk- 
ish Cypriots on this but he is 
a pretty powerful figure and I 
don't think he will back out 
of it now ” tiie source said. 


CONDOLENCES 

The Ghandour family and relatives and in-laws in 
Jordan and Lebanon and abroad mourn the death of 

Ismail Ghandour 

Father of All, Ibrahim, Hilmi and Yousef Ghandour, who 
passed away Thursday morning in Lebanon 
His body was laid to rest Friday in Beirut. 

May God bless his soul 

Date and venue for offering condolences will be 
announced after the return of family members from 
Beirut to Amman. 

P.O.Box 3371, 

Amman - 11181 
Fax 962-6-687451 


Bomb 
scare 
delays 
Iran Air 
flight 


STOCKHOLM (AFP) — 
An Iran Air flight sched- 
uled to leave Stockholm for 
Tehran was delayed for 
more than 10 hours dne to a 
bomb threat, police said 
Friday. An unidentified 
man called the control 
tower at Stockholm's 
Arlanda Airport Thursday 
and said that a bomb was 
on board the plane, which 
had been scheduled to 
-depart at 11:40 a.rn. (0940 
GMT) the same day. The 
plane was evacuated and 
searched after having been 
taken to a security zone at 
the airport. Bomb experts 
found nothing and the 
plane took off around 
10:00 p.m. (2000 GMT), 
police officer Mikael 
Firman said. 

According to police, this 
was the first time a Tehran- 
bound flight was the sub- 
ject of a bomb threat. There 
were however “problems" 
with each weekly Iran Aft- 
flight, most often demon- 
strations. they said. 

On May 30. Iran air 
received temporary autho- 
risation from the Swedish 
government to fly the 
Tehran-Stockholm return 
route each Thursday. The 
authorisation is oaJy valid 
until October 26, and Iran 
Air has not requested 
authorisation to fly the 
route after that date. 



Her Royal Highness Princess Aisha Bint Al Hussein on Thursday, July 18 gave birth to a baby girl, an announce- 
ment by the Royal Court said. The announcement said His Majesty King Hussein named the newborn, the sec- 
ond child to the Princess and her husband Zeid Junta a, Muna (Petra photo) 


Santer threatens EU retaliation on U.S. anti-Iran law 


ROME (AFP) — European 
Commission President 
Jacques Santer said Friday 
that Europe is ready to act 
against U.S. law punishing 
foreign companies invest- 
ing in the oil and gas indus- 
tries in Iran and Libya. 

In an interview with- Ital- 
ian daily La Repubblica, 
Mr. Santer said he would 
tell U.S. administration 
officials that the Europeans 
“do not understand how 
they can harm the interests 
of its allies in order to strike 
at those of its enemies." 

“The American claim to 
legislate in extra-territorial 
matters is unacceptable.” 


Mr. Santer said. 

“We will react against the 
d' Amato law which con- 
cerns Iran and Libya as we 
have against Helms-Bur- 
ton.” he said, referring to 
another U.S. law which 
aims to penalise non-U.S. 
companies operating in 
Cuba. 

The U.S. Senate earlier 
this week voted in favour of 
the Iran oil sanctions act 
and an amendment, pro- 
posed by Republican Sena- 
tor Alfonse d’ Amato and 
Democratic Senator 

Edward Kennedy, to tough- 
en sanctions against Libya. 

The bill has to be recon- 


ciled with a s imil ar version 
passed by the House of 
Representatives and signed 
by President Bill Clinton in 
order to become law. 

“This new law creates an 
even graver problem 
because 20 per cent of our 
oil imports come from Iran 
and Libya." Mr. SanteF 
said. 

In 1994. ELI nations 
imported 483 millions 
tonnes of crude oil. of 
which 48 million came 
from Iran and 51 million 
for Libya. 

“Laws like the one under 
discussion in the Linked 
States are quite unaccept- 


able for us” and will have 
serious consequences for 
countries such as Germany 
and Italy, among the main 
oil importers, Mr. Santer 
said. 

Mr. Santer said he was 
still concerned with the 
Helms-Burton law. despite 
Mr. Clinton's decision this 
week to put a six-month 
hold on lawsuits against 
foreign companies doing 
business in Cuba. 

“The law remains, with 
its extra-territorial charac- 
ter. As a consequence ... we 
are in the process of prepar- 
ing instruments to defend 
our interests.” 


Israelis unhappy with 
Netanyahu on economy 


TEL AVTV (R) — An opinion poll published on Friday 
showed most Israelis are unhappy with their new Prime 
Minister Benyarain Netanyahu’s handling of the economy. 

Fifty-five per cent of 515 Israeli Jews surveyed told a 
Gallup poll for the newspaper Maariv they were dissatis- 
fied. 23 per cent were satisfied, and 22 per cent did not 
know. 

The Tel Aviv stock exchange had fallen more than 20 per 
cent in the seven weeks since Mr. Netanyahu's election 
before rising nearly four per cent on Thursday. 

Traders said that after Mr. Netanyahu's announced budget 
cuts for 1997 and plans for widescale privatisation, positive 
news on the peace front was needed to spark a rally. 

The poll showed Israelis overall as divided as they were 
on the day of Mr. Netanyahu's election on May 29 over 
what direction their country should take. 

Thirty-eight per cent thought the hardline 46-year-old 
Likud Party leader was taking the country in the right direc- 
tion. 37 per cent disagreed and 25 per cent were undecided. 

Mr Netanyahu defeated Nobel Peace laureate Shimon 
Peres in the election by fewer than 30.000 votes, or less 
than a percentage point. The survey published on Friday 
had a four per cent margin of error. 


U.S. troops remain a 
target in Saudi 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq 
warned Friday that U.S. 
troops stationed in Saudi 
Arabia would be the target 
of future attacks such as the 
bombing of a U.S. housing 
complex in which 19 ser- 
vicemen were killed. 

“It is clear to everyone 
that the Saudi opposition 
which rejects the LI.S. 
occupation in Nadj and 
Hijaz is so well organised 
that it can strike its goals 
where ever they may be on 
Saudi soil." the Iraqi daily 
Al Thawra wrote. 

In an editorial headlined 
“The protection forces need 
protection themselves” the 
paper, which is the mouth- 
piece of the ruling Baath 
Party, slammed the pres- 
ence of U.S. troops in the 
Gulf state. 

“The rime has come for 
the American forces, 
deployed in Saudi Arabia to 
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CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Church 
S«eiEeh,TeL 810740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
632785. 

SL Joseph Church TeL 624590 
Church of the AnmmicatkHi 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661656. 
Terrasancta Church TeL 
622366 

Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 623541 

Anglican Church Tel. 652S26. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
TeL 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

TeL .775261. 


SL Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 652526 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 824328. 

German -speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene TeL 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman TeL 811295 
English-speaking 
Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Temperatures are expeetd today 
to be slightly above average with 
winds northwesterly moderate. 
On Sunday and Monday temper- 
atures are expected to rise further 
becoming 34 degrees centigrade 
above average. In Aqaba, rela- 
tive hot weather conditions will 
prevail, winds northerly moder- 
ate and seas calm. 

Mio/Max. temp. 

Amman 22/24 

Aqaba - _ 26/38 

Deserts 20/38 

Jordan Valley 25/38 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 35. Aqaba 59 Humidity 
readings: Amman 33 per cent 
Aqaba 42 percent 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dc Jihad S a nguou T - — ' 765018 
Du Ghafib Zawaydeh -.73601 i 

DcBBalAISayyid 890280 

DcKhakkwnAdbur 666873 

Firas pharmacy .661912 

Fentons pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy ..-.637055 
Nairoukh pharmacy — 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

S hm ei s an i pharmacy —637660 

Najlb pharmacy 847632 

HtBID: 

Dc Gbsri Ta’amneb —250080 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Akram Haddad 985550 

KhaliTeh pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 63711 1 

Civil Defence Department 

.661111 

Gvil Defence immeifiaie Rescue 

.630341 

Civil Defence Emergency ...199 
Rescue Police 192. 621111. 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 


Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 

630321 

Hotd Complaints 605800 

Price Compbhits 661176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints .897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787111 

TOepfaone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Overseas Cans 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 

661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan .774111 

Water Authority .680100 

Jordan E l e ctr i city Authority 

815615 

Electric Power Company 

636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 

Queen Aha Inti. Airport 08- 
53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

813813/32 

KhaCdi Maternity, J. Amn 

- 644281/6 

AkBeh Maternity, J. Amn. 

.642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 
642362 


Malhas. J. Amman — .636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 60707 1 

Shmeisani Hospital _ 669131 

University Hospital — 845845 
AJ-Mcasber HospitaL667227/9 
The Islamic. AbdaD 666 1 26/37 

Al-Ahfi, Abdali 6641 64/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen 

777 1 01/3 

AJ-Bastriu J. Ashrafieh 

775111/26 


AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian fRJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL 
(08)53200 where it should 
always be verified. Information 
on other flights is obtaiined on 
telephone (08) 52700 or 108) 
523250. 

ARRIVALS 


Army, Marks 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
08:00 ..Damascus (RJ) 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery — 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

(09)9RrTM 

10:30 .. 
10:30 ... 
11:00... 
11:05 ... 
15:10 

— New Delhi (RJ) 

Karachi. Dubai (RJ) 

...Abu Dhabi, Doha (RJ) 

Colombo (RJ) 

Zarqa National Hospital 

15:45 .New Yack, Amsterdam RJ) 

(09)900560 

17:20 ... 


Dm Sina Hospital ...409)986732 

19:15... 


Al Hikam Modern Hospital 

20:40 ... 

Vienna (RJ) 

-- „(09)990990 

02:50 ... 

.Madrid (RJ) 

I1UHD: 

05:30 - 

-Bangkok (RJ) 

Princess Basma Hospital 



(021275555 

Other Flights 

Greek Catholic Hospital 



(02)272275 

13:40.._ 

Muscat Doha (GF) 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 
(02)247100 

14:00 ... 
15:00 ... 

....-Riyadh (SV) 

AQABA: 

19:35- 

Amsterdam (KL) 

Princess Bays Hospital 

20:35.... 

Cairo (MS) 

(03)314111 

20:55... 

—Damascus. Paris (AF) 


21:10.. 

... Beitut (ME) 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

21:15 ... 

.London (BA) 

QUEEN ALIA 

22.-00... 

-Sanaa (TV) 

INTERNATIONAL 

2235... 

— Lamaca(CY) 


23:55 — London f KJ) 

03:00 Kuwait (KL) 

03:00 -Rome lAZ) 

03 JO Amalia tTK) 

06 JO — Tel Aviv (LY) 

Royal Wings (RW) F ligh ts 

09:50 Aqaba (QAIA — proceeds 
to Marita airport at 10:00 a.m.) 
tRVV) 

DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:35 Beirut (RJ) 

09:45 Istanbul (RJ) 

12:00 — — —Vienna (RJ) 

12:30 Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

1230 -AmaadarnGBCjgofRJ) 

13:00 ..Geneva. Madrid (RJl 

1*10 Paris (RJ) 

13:15 Bnsd&AnsatkmiRJ) 

13:15 .Cairo (RJl 

14:05 ........... .London (RJj 

21:10 -LamacatRJ) 

21:10 — — Riyadh tRT) 

21:20 -Jeddah (RJ) 

21:45 -Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

22.-00 Dhahran (add) (RJ) 

2220 Abu Dhabi. Dita’fRJl 

Other Flights 

08:45 Beitut (ME) 

14:30 ^ Dhabi Bahrain (GR 

15:30 — — Riyadh (SV) 

16:00 ......... — Vienna (OS) 

20:45 -...Kuwait (KL) Sweet melon . 


21:25 - Cairo (MS) 

23:30 


23:55 frris, Damascus l AF) 

04:00 Amsterdam fKL) 

04:00 


04 JO 


06:40 


07:25 

T*»I Aviv n 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

20:30 


MARKET PRICES 

Upper/l(ni-er price in fib per bg. 


-.£50/500 

Apple 

700/500 


rtnn/cno 

Banana (mukhamraar) 520/520 
Banana (imported) 800/600 

Cabbace — _ 

TWfffl 

Carrol 

rww> 

Cauliflower.... 

rwidfl 

Cucumber (large) 

130/80 

Cucumber (small) 

220/130 

Eggplant 

190/140 1 

Garlic 

c<au4noi 


- 630/400 

Marrow ( lamel 

250/150 

Marmw l smnll i 440/230 ! 


120/80 

Onion (drv) 

.130)80 

Okra 

_70(V500 

Orange ‘ . 

...—400/300 

Plumb 

... 350/250 

Pea - 

. 500/300 

Peach 

670/400 

Pepper (hot) 

....... JO0/2OO 

Pepper (sweeLl 

...—300/200 

Potato 

—350/220 

String Bean ..... 

■ 500000 
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■protect the A I Saud'Yreigq- 
ing family) and the oil 
wells to find shelter to 
defend themselves from the 
Saudis opposed to their 
presence.” Al Thawra said. 

On Wednesday President 
Saddam Hussein said that 
allowing U.S. troops to be , 
stationed in the Gulf would 
bring down a “curse from 
God." 

Some 24 U.S. troops have 
been killed in two attacks in 
Saudi Arabia, the Al Kho- 
bar .bombing on June 25- 
which left 19 dead and a 
bombing on U.S. tr ainin g 
offices in Riyadh in 
November in which five 
LI.S. soldiers perished. 

U.S. troops have been 
deployed in the oil-rich 
kingdom since the Gulf war 
to drive Iraqi troops from 
Kuwait after Baghdad’s 
August 1990 invasion. 


JERASHFES 

'Concert by L'A£ singer Moto 
Sooh Theatre at S:30 p.m. 

‘Carat by Moroccan Wajdah 8 
aAniines Theatre at 8:30 pjttt. 
'Recital of Lebanese foftfon 
Damour band at the Sound acd L 
'fatonnance by (be JonSantt 
Band. Aqaba Band far Popular A 
*t. the Nile Band for Popular A 
.Ail and the Qatari Nastk 
a !te main theatre on Thursday a 
J 'Children's play entitled “Rabat 
\ ® # Gracia Theatre at 7:30 pJB 
' Performance by Polish sopnto 
M Cultural Centre at 8:30 p j] 
'Posy recital by Ahmad H^as 
«*!. Mohaxnamd Abu Dvaah 
toar Fatra, Suleiman Oweass, i 
■unmes Theatre (7:00 p.m. ■ WX 
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Princess Basma to launch UNDP 
Human Development Report 


46% of students pass Tawjihi 


By a Jordan Homs Staff 
Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan was ann-m g 20 
ttnzitries worldwide taking part in the 
Janneta of the Human Development 
Report, an annual publication issued 
by the United Nations Development 
Progra mme ( UNDP) which examines 
people-centred development in over 
100 countries, a UNDP statement 
said. 

This year’s edition, the seventh in 
the sales, was released in Tokyo 
Wednesday by its chief author, 
Richard Jolly, special advisor to the 
UNDP administrator, to an audience 
Of high-level government officials, 
senior UNDP representatives, and the 


media, the statement said 

The 1996 report will be officially 
launched in Jordan by HRH Princess 
Basma, at a ceremony scheduled on 
Aug.* 4, after which it will be made 
available to the public, according to 
the statement. Princess Basma, who 
was appointed honorary ambassador 
to the UNDP in 1993 for her work in 
gender, child, and rural development, 
also released last year’s report which 
focused on gender discrepancies. 

The Human Development Report is 
perhaps best known for its Human 
Development Index (HDI) which 
ranks countries through an innovative 
basket of socio-economic indicators 
to measure qualities of life such as life 
expectancy, level of education, and 


adjusted real income. 

Drawing on the emphasis of the 
global report of people’s capabilities, 
Jordan win be launching its own 
report next year, the statement said 
The national report, to be coordinat- 
ed by the Ministry of Planning, wfll 
highlight the factors that affect — 
negatively and positively — Jordan's 
ranking in the global (HDI). it said 
A 14- member advisory committee 
of prominent Jordanian citizens has 
been appointed by Minister of Plan- 
ning Rima Khalaf-Huueidi, to work 
closely with a team of researchers in 
compiling this report, the statement 
said 


AMMAN (PETRA) — 
Minister of Education 
Muntber Masri on Friday 
announced that of all the 
students who sat for the 
1996 General Secondary 
Certificate Examination 
(Tawjihi) 46 per cent 
passed their examinations. 

Speaking at a press con- 
ference held Friday at the 
Ministry to release results 
of the Tawjihi examination. 
Dr. Masri said Students in 
die scientific stream had -the 
highest rate of passing 
scores at 63.6 per cent, fal- 
lowed by the musing 
stream with 60.9 per cent 
and the hotel education 



Minister of Education Muntber Masri (centre) Friday addresses the press and 
announces results of 1996 General Secondary Certificate Examination (ThwjLhf) 
examination (Petra photo) 


Princess Sumaya hands 
certificates to graduates 


Philadelphia U. graduates 


class 


AMMAN (Petra ) — HRH 
Princess Sumaya Bint A1 
Hassan on Thursday 
atten d ed the graduation 
ceremony at Princess 
Sumaya University Col- 
lege For Technology 
(PSUCT), and handed cer- 
tificates to graduates of the 
computer department 

Addressing the 82 gradu- 
ates , Princess Sumaya said 
that the college has 
become a distinguished 
university particularly in 
the field of computer sci- 
ence. 

she added that since its 
foundation, the college 
made use of the experience 
of the Royal Scientific 
Society (RSS) and “ it is 
launching a new speciali- 


sation, namely electronic 
engineering drawing on 
the long experience of the 
RSS.” 

The Princess noted that 
the college was in the 
process of awarding schol- 
arships to excelling gradu- 
ates JPrin cess Sumaya val- 
ued the efforts undertaken 
by RSS and its staff for 
providing distinguished 
services to the Jordanian 
society. 

Dean Mohammad Qary- 
outi addressed the ceremo- 
ny and revealed that the 
college had signed an 
agreement with the Illi- 
nois University for 
exchange of teaching staff, 
students and educational 
materials. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan's 
Philadelphia University 
Thursday celebrated the grad- 
uation of its second class of 
students, this year numbering 
1 45 graduaresfrom the univer- 
sity's engineering, pharma- 
ceutical arts, sciences, law 
and administrative science 
schools. 

Delivering the key note 
address was HRH Ghida 
Talal a strong advocate of 
improving the quality of edu- 
cation throughout Jordan’s 
academics institutions. 

In her address. Princess 
Ghida called on the graduates 
to develop an appreciation for 
books and for reading that 
goes beyond the mandatory 
memorisation that all students 
need to do when preparing for 
an exam. She gave her own 
love for books as an example 


of ‘96 

of bow the graduates can also 
learn to treat bocks as lifelong 
friends and partners, instead 
of just dry educational tools. 
“We must learn,” she old her 
audience, “to elevate our 
^predation of books, be they 
the treasures of the great 
Greek philosopher Plato, or 
fee unforgettable and touch- 
ing stories of European writ- 
ers such as Dostoevsky and 
Tblstoy, or die masterpieces 
of our great Arab and Islamic 
tradition, including Ibn Khal- 
dun and A1 Jahith.” 

Guest speaker and 

renowned Iraqi historian Dr. 
Abdul Adz A1 Dun 

addressed Philade lphia Uni- 
versity's graduating class, and 
Philadelphia University Presi- 
dent Dr. Fouad A1 Shaikh also 
delivered a message to fee 
students. 






JERASH FESTIVAL 

* Concert by UAE singer Mohammad A1 Mazin at the 
South Theatre at 8:30 p jn. 

* Concert by Moroccan Wajdah Band of Andalusian Songs 
at Attimes Theatre at 8:30 pjn. 

* Recital of Lebanese folkfore poetry of Zaghlol A1 
Damour band at the Sound and light Theatre at 8:30 pjn. 

* Performance by tbe Jordanian Armed Forces Musical 
Band, Aqaba Band for Popular Art, Kaffanjah Youth Cen- 
tre, the Nile Band for Popular Art, the Ramtha Band for 
Popular Art, and the Qatari National Band of Popular An 
at tbe main theatre cm Thursday and Friday at 6;30 pjn. 

* Children’s play entitled “Rabab and die Lost Necklace” 
on at Gracia Theatre at 730 p-m. 

* Performance by Polish soprano Urszula Kryger at the 
Royal Cultural Centre at 8*30 pm 

* Poetry recital by Ahmad Hijazi, Habib A1 Zayoudi, Ali 
Allaq, Mohamamd Abn Donah, A1 Munsif Mazghani. 
Omar Farm, Sule iman Oweiss, and Nayef Abu Obeid at 
Artimes Theatre (7:00 pan. - 9:00 pjn.). 




LECTURE 

* “Views on the Future of Jerusalem" (Arabic) by All 
Rafi* from Jerusalem at Abdul Hameed Shoxoan Founda- 
tion, Jabal Amman at 6:30 p.m. . 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Muslims in Britain exhibition at the British Council 
until July 24. 

* Exhibition of works by Sudanese artist Rashid Diab enti- 
tled “Hie Time of Silence" at Darat Ai Funoun, Jabal 
Wedbedh. Also displaying works by contemporary Arab 
artists, until July 31 

* Black and White paintings exhibition of works conduct- 
ed in half a century (1913-1966) entitled “Heureanx 
Dimancbe” at tbe French Cultural Centre, until July 20. 

* Ceramics exhibition at Jordan Design and Trade Centre, 
off Wadi Saqra Street (TbL 699141/2), until July 25. 


stream with 60J per cent. 

In tbe literary stream only 
38 per cent of the students 
passed: their rate of suc- 
cess was tbe lowest record- 
ed this year. 

Tbe agfimitnrai stream 
had a 38.5 par cent pass 
rate, tire vocational stream 
49 per cent and the com- 
mercial stream 41.6 per 
cent. 

A total of 96,880 students 
sat for this year's examina- 
tion: 52561 students in the 
literary stream, 26,509 in 


tbe scientific stream, 6,550 
in the commercial stream, 
3,799 in tbe agricultural 
stream, 5,207 in tbe indus- 
trial stream, 1715 in the 
nursing stream aod 569 in 
fee hotel education stream. 

Dr. Masri said that 20,000 
students are expected to be 
admitted to state and pri- 
vate universities and com- 
munity colleges for the fall 
semester. 

HRH Crown Prince Has- 
san, fee Regent, Friday 


congratnlLted the students 
who succeeded and recom- 
mended that those who 
failed consider vocational 
training and called on such 
training institutions to 
focus their curricula on 
vocations which would fill 
gaps in the job market. 

“These institutions have a 
common responsibility to 
ensure that the students 
have sufficient i 'format) on 
about tbe range of trades 
that are mailable to them to 


help them choose what is 
useful and suitable for them 
and to enlighten them on 
the local labour market’s 
demand,” said the Crown 
Prince. 

He also appealed to the 
public to refrain from firing 
weapons in celebration of 
the success of their children 
as has been fee custom in 
some areas noting that too 
often tragedies occur as a 
result of stray bullets in 
such rejoicings. 


Deputies to take up draft laws 
in extraordinary session 


Court acquits Al Bilad publisher 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Parlia- 
ment, which went into 
s ummer recess on April 2, 
will convene in an extra- 
ordinary session today to 
discuss several draft laws 
covering various issues 
including legislation gov- 
erning me Jordan Radio 
and TV Corporation, the 
Jordan News Agency 
(Petra), 'die Jordan Press 
Association, higher edu- 
cation, tbe revised penal 
code, customs and taxes, 
and the Jordan Agricultur- 
al Union. 

Also, it will discuss 
draft laws on the Centre 
for Studies on Freedoms, 
Democracy and Homan 
Rights, copyrights, the 
organisation of state- 
owned property and its 
investment, die Jordan 
Artists Association, cen- 
sorship and circulation of 
audio- visual productions, 
illegal acquisition of 


funds, fee provisional law 
on persona] statutes, and 
the revised provisional 
personal statute law, as 
well as issues concerning 
public freedoms and 
rights of citizens. 

According to Jordan 
Television, the parliament 
was summoned for the 
extraordinary session by a 
Royal Decree issued on 
Monday. 

Lower House of Parlia- 
ment Speaker Saad Hayel 
Sronr said 47 deputies had 
requested the convening 
of the session. 

Mr. Stout dismissed 
reports that a new elec- 
tions draft law and a fiscal 
budget supplement draft 
law will be discussed dur- 
ing this session. 

Parliamentary sources 
expected fee session to 
last two months. 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff reporter 

AMMAN — The state 
security court has acquitted 
fee publisher of Al Bilad 
weekly, Nayef Taw ara. who 
was charged with possess- 
ing $100,000 in counterfat . 
bank notes last May, saying 
that the evidence presented 
by the prosecution was . 
insufficient to convict him. 

Tbe facts of the case as 
presented by the prosecutor 
general were that an enve- 
lope, containing counterfeit 
book notes, was found in 
fee car of die accused at fee 
time of his arrest by securi- 
ty officers. Mr. Tawara was 
driving through Wasfi Tfel 
Street when he was pulled 
over and arrested by police. 

The defence insisted that 
Ml Tawara was innocent of 
the charge of conscious 
possession of counterfeit 
banknotes. 

In fee verdict, Judge 
Yousef Faouri said fee 
prosecution failed to prove 
the accused was guilty 
beyond reasonable doubt. 
He added that the prosecu- 


sion’s evidence was not 
substantive and was built 
oo doudt and probability. 

According to Judge 
Faouri, Mr. Tawara was 
ignorant as to the contents 
of the sealed envelope 
found in his car at the time 
of die arrest, and finally 
that there was no substan- 
tial evidence that the 
accused bad the intention 
of taking possession of fee 
envelope's contents 

According to tbe defence, 
the prosec tution was 
to determine bow the enve- 
lope containing tbe coun- 
terfeit notes found its way 
Into Ml Ihwara’s vehicle. 

The defence’s argument 
was that an Iraqi citizen 
named Jassem Obeidi met 
the accused in Wasfi Tel 
Street and dropped the 
envelope in Ml Tawara’s 
car. The defence main- 
tained that their client did 
not know die contents of 
the envelope and that fur- 
thermore he- was heading 
to a police station to report 
tbe incident 
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Jordan, Armenia sign protocol to establish diplomatic ties 

Visiting envoy says building relations with Arab countries is a priority 


. By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 



AMMAN — Jordan and 
Armenia Thursday signed a 
protocol on est ablish ing 
diplomatic relations 

between the two countries 
at the ambassadorial level. 

Minis ter of State for For- 
eign Affairs Khaled Madad- 
ha anH Armenian govern- 
mem representative David 
Ohannessian signed the 
protocol at fee Foreign 
Ministry in Amman. 

The agreement, the first 
document to be signed by 
the two countries, provides 
for tbe establishment of 
diplomatic relations based 
on die principles of peace- 
ful coexistence, mutual 
respect and non-interfer- 
ence in each other's internal 
affairs. 

The protocol calls on both 
sides to promote their coop- 
eration and friendly rela- 
tions and to seek tbe imple- 
mentation of the principles 
and objectives of fee United 
Nations as well as con- 
tributing to world peace and 
security. 

In an interview wife the 
Jordan Times after signing 
die protocol, Dl Ohanness- 
iah said: *This protocol is 
J tbe cornerstone of fee 
future relations between 
Armenia and Jordan.” 

“We hope to have active 
political coordination, with 
Jordan in international 
fields and exchange of 


ideas. This is very impor- 
tant in any relationship 
between two countries,” Dr. 
Ohannessian added. 

The Armenian representa- 
tive voiced hope that tbe 
two countries would sign 
agreements on elimination 
of double taxation, invest- 
ment protection, and trade 
and cultural cooperation. 

During tbe 40-minute 
meeting prior to tbe signing 
of fee protocol, fee Armen- 
ian envoy extended an invi- 
tation from Armenian For- 
eign Minister Vaban Papaz- 
i an to his Jordanian coun- 
terpart to visit Armenia, the 
date of which will be set 
later. 

Mr. Madadha also extend- 
ed an invitation to bis 
Armenian counterpart to 
visit Jordan to discuss 
strengthening bilateral rela- 
tions. 

“During the meeting we 
informed tbe minister and 
tbe Jordanian officials on 
Armenia’s total support of 
tbe Jordanian-Israeli Peace 
treaty and Jordan’s efforts 
in implementing and 
strengthening tbe peace 
accord,” Dr. Ohannessian 
said. 

“We on oor part asked our 
Jordanian counterparts to 
approach to all issues deal- 
ing with Armenia in Arab, 
Islamic and international 
fora objectively.” 

“One of the most impor- 
tant priorities of Armenian 
foreign policy is to build 


dose relations wife brother- 
ly Arab countries,” tbe 
Armenian envoy said. “And 
in this regard, Jordan, being 
a model of stability in the 
region and a major contrib- 
utor towards the achieve- 
ment of peace in the area 
enjoys Armenia’s highest 
regard and support.” 

The Armenian envoy said 
that he hoped that before 
the end of this year a Jor- 
danian trade delegation will 
visit Armenia to have first- 
hand inf cmation on 
Armenian industry, visit 
factories and industrial sites 
and study tbe possibility of 
bilateral trade cooperation. 

“It is my conviction that 
Armenia and Jordan have 
the possibility in promoting 
relations in all fields,” Dr. 
Ohannessian said. “Arme- 
nia is an advanced country 
with heavy industry. We 
have over a thousand facto- 
ries which have good quali- 
ty products. We export to 
eastern and western Europe 
as well as the newly inde- 
pendent republics of the 
former Soviet Union. We 
are eager to have similar 
trade relations with Jor- 
dan.” 

“Of the former Soviet 
republics Armenia is fee 
only country feat has 
recorded a rise* in exports 
last year and in tbe past six 
months of this year Arme- 
nia recorded another IS 
percent rise in exports,” fee 
envoy noted. 



Minister of State for Foreign Affairs Khaled Madadha (right) and Armenian govern- 
ment representative David Ohannesssian Thursday sign a protocol for the estab- 
lishment of diplomatic ties between Jordan and Armenia at the ambassadorial level 


(Petra photo). 

Speaking about the recent 
military agreement between 
Turkey • and Israel the 
Armenian envoy voiced 
agreement wife the region's 
Arab opinion that fee Tork- 
isb-Israeli military accord is 
becoming a cause for insta- 
bility in the region. “We 
have no right to interfere in 
other countries* affairs but 
considering fee recent 
events, this military agree- 
ment at least does not con- 


tribute to tbe stability of the 
region.” 

Discussing tbe conflict in 
Nagomo Karabakh, Dl 
O hannessiao regretted the 
fact that in this part of tbe 
world this issue is presented 
as a conflict between Arme- 
nia and Azerbaijan. 

*?Our position, which is 
accepted by tbe Organisa- 
tion of Security and Coop- 
eration in Europe (OSCE), 
is that the conflict is 


between Nagomo 

Karabakh and Azerbaijan, 
Dl Ohannessian said. 
“Armenia has no territorial 
demands from Azerbaijan. 
We are not seeking to unite 
wife Karabakh.” 

“There are two 
international legal princi- 
ples. One is sovereignty 
and territorial integrity of 


these principles sometimes 
clash wife each other,” the 
Armenian envoy flAWl 
Over 70 per cent of the 
population of Nagomo 
Karabakh is Armenian, and 
Armenia has supported tbe 
idea of self-determination 
for the people of the moun- 
tainous region ceded to 
Azerbaijan in 1923 by fee 
government of the Soviet 
Union. 

According to 

international law, a referen- 
dum was organised and 
wife almost total support 
Nagomo Karabakh was 
declared independent. “Of 
. coarse this independence is 
not recognised by the 
international community, 
Dr. Ohannessian said. “But 
Karabakh has an elected 
parliament, a government 
and a president, Robert 
Kocharian, who holds offi- 
cial meetings with other 
countries.” 

‘Let me make one thing 
clear. Armenia in only 
interested in fee most 
important issue and fe at is 
fee security of the Armeni- 
ans in Nagomo Karabakh,” 
the envoy said. “Armenians 
are a nation that has been 
the victim of- a genocide. 
Therefore fee security of 
the Armenian people comes 
at the top of our priorities 
OSCE's Minsk group has 
been working to resolve fee 
Karabakh conflict and 


countries and fee other is 
the principle of self deter- • Armenia, Azerbaijan, and 
initiation. Unfortunately ' the representatives .of 


Nagomo Karabakh have 
taken an active role in fee 
discussions that bore fruit 
two years ago when all par- 
ties agreed to a ceasefire 
that has been in force ever 
since. 

Hie Minsk group is con- 
tinuing these discussions in 
order to bring a lasting 
peace to tbe area. 

“In our view, positive 
result means that the 
international community 
give acceptable security 
guarantees for tbe Armeni- 
ans of Nagomo Karabakh,” 
Dl Ohannessian said. “Tbe 
final political status of 
Nagomo Karabakh can 
only be discussed after 
those guarantees are safe- 
guarded.” 

“When international 
peacekeeping forces arrive 
and guarantee the security 
of tbe region, we can move 
to discussions oa the final 
political status of Nagomo 
Karabakh. Until then it is 
unrealistic to think about 
iL” 

The Armenian envoy 
stressed the importance of 
peaceful and normal rela- 
tions wife all the neigh- 
bouring countries. 

U I am optimistic feat all 
our outstanding problems 
wife our neighbours can be 
resolved peacefully,” Dr. 
Ohannesssian said. “All fee 
problems we inherited from 
the past, we intend to 
resolve them with dialogue 
and in peaceful ways.” 
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4 World News 

300 civilians killed as Hutu 
rebels use ‘human shields’ 


GITEGA. Burundi (AFP) 
— More than 300 civilians 
from Burundi's Hum major- 
ity were killed during army 
offensives at the end of June 
in the country’s central Gi- 
tega province, local sources 
stated Friday. 

The sources said the civil- 
ians. including women, 
children and the elderly, 
died during operations 
against Hutu rebels by 
troops of the regular army 
dominated by the central 
African nation's Tutsi mi- 
nority. 

Soldiers reported that 
civilians have been used as 
human shields by the rebels, 
and that some innocent peo- 
ple died in the attacks. 

Military sources on the 
ground said that operations 
had been carried out against 
rebels who had attacked and 
killed soldiers. 

The army began scouring 
the hillsides for rebel forces 
on June 25. The civilian 
population had not evacuat- 
ed the area, and many were 
killed in the bombardments 
and strafing that followed. 
Locals said that at least 100, 
were killed, but others put 
the figure as high as 200. 

“I saw the graves of 67 
people,” said one inhabitant 
of Giheta. referring to an 
army operation launched in 
the Kabanga region. 

In the wake of the offen- 
sive, Hum rebels launched a 
bloody attack on a tea facto- 
ry in Teza (north-east of 
Bujumbura; on July 3 in 
which 98 Tutsis were repor- 
ted killed. Journalists pre- 
sent reported that women 
and children were among 
the dead. 

One soldier admitted that 
civilians had died in the’ 
army operations, but said: 
“When the population 
makes it known that it is 
held hostage by the rebels 
and gets away from them, 
the treatment is different 
There is no : damage.” 

On Thursday a U.N. spe- 
cial rapporteur said a disas- 
ter was brewing in Burundi 
where the number of vic- 
tims killed by inter-ethnic 



Two little boys watch soldiers guarding Prime Minister 
Ndawayo who had come to Bukeye to address the local 
population. High level talks involving U.S. and African 
diplomats began in Arusha, Tanzania, to try and push 
forward a plan for military intervention which is aimed 
at averting a full-scale genocide in Burundi (Reuter 
photo) 


fighting is increasing by the 
thousand. 

“There were hundreds of 
people dying before April, 
there are now thousands,” 
Paulo Sergio Pinheiro, of 
Brazil, told a press confer- 
ence in Geneva following a 
tour of the troubled country. 

He added that as many as 
800 to 1,000 people were 
dying at times within a one- 
or two-day period. 

“The situation could esca- 
late at any moment, sudden- 
ly causing a humanitarian 
disaster without precedent 
in the Great Lakes region,” 
he warned. 


Mr. Pinheiro, who com- 
pleted a 17-day mission 
Wednesday, said civilians, 
mainly women, children 
and the elderly, were bear- 
ing the brunt of the fighting 
and a catastrophe “is in the 
making” in the central 
African country. 

“The army is losing con- 
trol of the activities of its 
soldiers on the ground and 
is fighting rebels or armed 
groups, whose repeated 
attacks in most of the coun- 
try are causing heavy casu- 
alties.” he said. 

In the capital Bujuramba. 
the Burundi authorities 


Friday prevented the former 
president, Jean-Baptiste Ba- 
gaza, from participating in a 
demonstration against the 
sending of foreign troops to 
the country and calling for a 
change of government. 
“The authorities are afraid 
of what 1 might say,” said 
the ex-president, over- 
thrown by a coup in 1987. 

Some 2.000 people took 
part in the banned demon- 
stration, assembling near 
Bagaza’s residence. 

Meanwhile Thursday in 
Tanzania, former President 
Julius Nyerere held talks in 
Dar Es Salaam with interna- 
tional representatives on a 
plan to send African troops 
to Burundi, but no statement 
was issued after their meet- 
ing. 

Sources close to Mr. Nye- 
rere, who has been chairing 
talks between Burundi's 
political parties, said discus- 
sion centred on how the in- 
ternational community 
could help in bringing peace 
to the tiny central African 
nation. 

The regional force was 
requested by Hutu President 
Sylvestre Ntibantunganya 
and Tutsi Prime Minister 
Antoine Nduwayo at a 
regional summit in the 
northern Tanzanian town of 
Arusha on June 25. 

Mr. Ntibantunganya and 
Mr. Nduwayo. who told the 
summit they were unable to 
contain the violence, were 
accused of treachery when 
they returned from Arusha, 
prompting them both to step 
back from the plan. 

Tanzanian Foreign Minis- 
ter Jakaya Kikwete has de- 
nied accusations that Dar Es 
Salaam was backing Hutu 
extremists in Burundi. 

"The fighting is within 
Burundi and suspicions in 
Burundi that Tanzania has 
been arming and training 
one of the rebel factions 
there is baseless,” said Mr. 
Kikwete Thursday. 

The rebels have never 
launched any attacks in 
Burundi from Tanzanian 
territory, he added. 


Tamil rebels say over 500 
Sri Lankan troops killed 


COLOMBO (R) — Tamil 
Tiger rebels said Friday 
they killed more than 500 
Sri Lankan soldiers when 
they attacked an army camp 
in the northeast in one of 
their most daring raids on 
government troops in the 
13-year-old ethnic war. 

The rebel mouthpiece 
Voice of Tigers Radio said 
the pre-dawn attack Thurs- 
day on the army’s north- 
eastern Mullaitivu Camp. 
280 kilometres from Co- 
lombo. left 40 guerrillas 
dead. 

An army spokesman con- 
firmed that part of the 
sprawling camp was over- 
run by the Liberation Tigers 
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) but 
said government troops 
were putting up stiff resis- 
tance. 

“Pan of the camp has 
been overrun.” the spokes- 
man told Reuters. “There 
are small groups (of de- 
fenders) scattered in vari- 
ous places of the camp.” 

He said army reinforce- 
ments sent by helicopters 
Thursday to assist had not 
yet linked up with the 
besieged soldiers, estimated 
to be about a thousand 
when the attack began. 

He gave no estimates of 
the death toll. 

Military officials said pri- 
vately that rebel communi- 
cations they had monitored 
put the figure at over 400 
troops killed. 

They said clear casualty 
figures were not available 
yet as the base had lost ra- 
dio contact with the outside 
world. 

Tiger radio, monitored in 
the government-controlled 
northern frontline town of 
Vavuniya, said fighting was 
continuing between govern- 
ment troops within the 
camp and the reinforce- 
ments and the LTTE guer- 
rillas. 

An LTTE statement 
Friday said: ‘The LTTE 
forces after taking control 
of the central military com- 
plex. have removed three 


armoured vehicles and 
large quantities of heavy 
weapons including two 1 22 
mm artilleries.” 

“Sri Lankan Armed For- 
ces suffered heavy casual- 
ties and a large number of 
them have died,” the state- 
ment added. 

The Defence Ministry 
said in a statement Thurs- 
day that the troops manning 
the base had inflicted heavy 
losses on the Tigers with 
die help of air and naval 
forces. 

"Troops launched coun- 
ter-attacks on the attacking 
terrorists causing heavy 
casualties among (them).” it 
said. 

Helicopters landed army 
Special Forces near the 
base to reinforce the be- 
sieged survivors. They were 
unable to land at the base to 
evacuate the wounded be- 
cause of rebel mortar, ma- 
chinegun and small arms 
fire, military* officials said. 

The navy, which sent 
eight Dvora-class gunboats 
to the area from the eastern 
port of Trincomalee. south 
of Mullaitivu, sank a large 
Tiger boat with 14 rebels on 
board, naval sources said. 
■One sailor was killed and 
at least four were wounded 
when rebel boats retaliated, 
they said. 

The Defence Ministry 
said air force planes had 
destroyed seven rebel boats. 

Tiger rebels also launched 
a separate attack in the 
northeastern Meegasgodel- 
la area, killing eight sol- 
diers in an ambush on a 
patrol Thursday, military 
officials said. 

The latest attacks come a 
week before the 13 th anni- 
versary of islandwide anti- 
Tamil riots that sparked the 
ethnic conflict in which the 
government says more- than 
50,000 people have died. 


Rwanda says 1 7 rebels , 
2 soldiers killed in clash 


KIGALI (R) — Rwanda's 
army has killed 17 Hutu 
rebels in the troubled north- 
western region of Gisenyi 
bordering Zaire, state radio 
said Friday. 

The radio said two sol- 
diers were also killed and 
three wounded in gunbat- 
tles between the army and 
the rebels Tuesday near 
Nyamyumba and Kayove 
villages. 

Troops seized grenades, 
mines, machetes and am- 
munition after the fighting, 
the radio said. 

It quoted Major John 
Murissa, army commander 
Gisenyi region, as com- 
plaining about the lack of 
cooperation between his 
troops and the predomi- 
nantly Hutu residents of the 
border area who view the 
Tutsi-dominated army with 
suspicion. 

A captured ex-soldier of 
the former Hutu govern- 
ment army was quoted as 
saying the rebels were 
training in camps in eastern 
Zaire. A million Hutus, 
including the former array, 
fled there in fear of revenge 


for 1994’s genocide of up to 
one million minority Tutsis 
and moderate Hutus. 

The pace of a nearly two- 
year-old guerrilla war bet- 
ween the new army and 
Hutu rebels is accelerating. 
It has spread to areas close 
to the capita] Kigali, where 
at least 34 people have been 
killed since die end of June. 

UJN. human rights reports 
show at least 150 people 
have been killed in Rwanda 
since mid-June in attacks 
blamed both on the army 
and the rebels. The dead 
include a Hutu mayor, a 
Hutu prosecutor and at least 
46 genocide survivors. 

Western diplomats say the 
army is clamping down in 
border areas and killing 
Hutu civilians in reprisal 
for rebel attacks on Tutsi 
genocide survivors. 

U.N. officials say the 
crackdown is accompanied 
by mass arrests by the army, 
adding to the 78.000 Hutu 
genocide suspects jammed 
into overcrowded jails — 
up from 18,000 early in 
1995. 


U.S. Senate defies veto 
threat , approves defence bill 


WASHINGTON (R) — De- 
fying a veto threat from 
President Bill Clinton’s ad- 
visers, the Senate Thursday 
approved a $245 billion 
defence appropriation bill 
— $10 billion more than 
Mr. Clinton wants. 

The Senate approved the 
bill 72-27. House-Senate 
negotiators must now work 
out a compromise with a 
House of Representatives 
version that also appropri- 
ates $10 billion more than 
Mr. Clinton asked. 

The White House warned 
Congress that Mr. Clinton's 
advisers would recommend 
that he veto the final bill if 
it is not cut. 

“With the nation facing 
serious budget constraints 


...this bill is not affordable,” 
the White House said in a 
statement. 

But Republicans vowed 
when they took control of 
Congress last year that they 
would reverse Clinton de- 
fence cuts they said jeopar- 
dised U.S. fighting pre- 
paredness. 

Either Mr. Clinton and 
Congress will have to reach 
a compromise or U.S. de- 
fence programmes will 
have to be added to a “con- 
tinuing resolution” later in 
the year that will continue 
funding for all federal pro- 
grammes whose annual ap- 
propriations have not been 
signed into law. 
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Burmese opposition leader and 1991 Nobel Peace laureate Aung San Suu Kyi arrives 
at the mausoleum of her father and Burma’s national hero, late General Aung San, 
for a wreath-laying ceremony in Rangoon Friday. Ms. Suu Kyi attended the govern- 
ment organised Martyr’s Day celebration for the second time after she was released 
from house arrest more than a year ago (Reuter photo) 

Burma attacks Suu Kyi over 
sanctions; ASEAN unmoved 


JAKARTA (R) -- Burma’s 
military government at- 
tacked democracy leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi Friday 
for echoing calls in Europe 
for economic sanctions 
against Rangoon as South 
East Asian nations seem de- 
termined to play down the 
issue. 

In Jakarta, diplomats from 
the Association of South 
East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) said they would 
not be swayed by Western 
pressure against admitting 
Burma as an observer to the 
group at its annual foreign 
ministers' meeting which 
opens Saturday. 

“It’s been overplayed to 
the extent that it's the only 
thing people are interested 
in... We really can’t under- 
stand it,” said one senior 
ASEAN diplomat. “There’s 
no reason for us to say 'hey. 
you can’t be an observer."' 

The seven- member 
ASEAN has come under 
renewed pressure to take a 
public stand at its upcoming 
two-day meeting against the 
Burmese junta's crackdown 
on Ms. Suu Kyi’s National 
League for Democracy 
(NLD), which has been 
condemned by Western 
countries. 

But diplomats said 
ASEAN, which includes 
some of Rangoon’s closest 
economic partners, was 
likely to maintain that 
Burma’s political problems 
were an internal affair. 

In Rangoon, an editorial 
in the state-run New Light 
Of Myanmar (Burma) 
newspaper said Ms. Suu 
Kyi and the NLD had 


caused “mischief’ by urg- 
ing economic sanctions on 
the country, coinciding with 
similar calls in Europe. 

‘They would rather let 
their fellow citizens suffer 
when they should be 
encouraging foreigners to 
do business here.” the edito- 
rial said. 

Ms. Suu Kyi. who won 
the Nobel Peace Prize in 
1991, called for sanctions to 
be imposed to force politi- 
cal change on Rangoon. She 
made the appeal in a video 
sent to members of the 
European Parliament and 
made public Thursday. 

In the French city of 
Strasbourg, Euro-MPs 
passed a non-binding reso- 
lution urging the EU to end 
all trade, tourism and in- 
vestment links with Burma. 

To date the EU has held 
off imposing sanctions, 
with many in the 15-nation 
bloc arguing that they 
would be meaningless with- 
out similar moves from 
other Asian nations. 

Any debate over Burma in 
Jakarta is likely to come at 
the ASEAN Regional Fo- 
rum (ARF), which follows 
the ministerial meeting next 
week. The forum, set up 
two years ago to promote 
pence, security and stability 
in the region, includes the 
United States, the European 
Union. China, Japan. 

U.S. Secretary of Slate 
Wurren Christopher and the 
European Union are expect- 
ed to raise the Burma issue, 
although it appeared unlike- 
ly they would press for 
sanctions. 

Burmese Foreign Minister 


Ohn Gyaw, also in Jakarta, 
said call for sanctions came 
about because of differing 
perceptions in Asia and the 
West on human rights. 

"There is no need for 
sanctions against us for all 
that is happening in our 
country,” he told reporters. 

Japanese Foreign Minis- 
try officials refused to com- 
ment on the issue Friday but 
diplomatic sources said 
they doubted if Tokyo 
would take any lead in pu- 
shing for sanctions. 

They pointed to the start 
this week of direct flights 
between Japan and Burma, 
a decision that was cleared 
by the Japanese govern- 
ment 

Australia said it would 
bring up the issue at the 
ARE 

“This will be a good 
opportunity for (Foreign 
Affairs Minister)' Alexander 
Downer to lay squarely on 
the table our concerns about 
the reluctance of Burma’s 
ruling party to engage in 
dialogue with the NLD and 
Aung San Suu Kyi,” a for- 
eign affairs spokesman told 
reporters in Canberra. 

In Rangoon. Ms. Suu Kyi 
made no comment on the 
issue when she appeared at 
an official Martyr’s Day 
ceremony. 

In Bangkok. Thai and 
Burmese students protested 
in from of the Indonesian 
embassy against the 
ASEAN stand on Burma. 

ASEAN groups Indone- 
sia. malaysia. the Philip- 
pines, Brunei, Singapore, 
Thailand and Vietnam. 


3 held by British anti-terror squad 


BIRMINGHAM. England 
(R) — Two men and a 
woman have been arrested 
in the central English city of 
Birmingham as part of on 
operation against the Irish 
Republican Army, police 
said Friday. 

Police said a number of 
documents, but no bomb- 
making equipment, was 
seized as result of informa- 
tion received after other 
arrests in London on July 
15. 

Police in London arrested 
seven suspected IRA men 
on that occasion, seizing 
enough components for 36 
bombs. 

Police said the Irish Re- 
publican Army (IRA), 
which broke a 17-month 
truce in February with a 
series of bombs in London, 
was planning to attack pub- 
lic utilities in and around 


the capital. 

A statement Friday from 
the West Midlands Police 
said: “As a result of arrests 
made in London on July 15. 
further enquiries were made 
and two people were arrest- 
ed in Birmingham Monday 
under the Prevention of 
Terrorism Act fPTA). 

“A further arrest under the 
PTA was made Wednesday 
in Birmingham. All three 
people are detained in the 
West Midlands pending fur- 
ther enqurics. 

“As a result of documents 
recovered at the time of the 
arrests, we are cooperating 
closely with the (London) 
Metropolitan Police. No 
bomb-making equipment 
was found.” 

Police described Mon- 
day’s raids in London as a 
“significant success in our 
struggle against Irish Re- 


publican Army terrorism.” 

All those arrested in 
London and Birmingham 
were being held Friday 
under the Prevention of 
Terrorism Acl which is nor- 
mally used to counter guer- 
rilla activities linked to the 
Northern Ireland conflict. 

The IRA. fighting to oust 
Britain from Northern Ire- 
land. ended its ceasefire in 
protest at what it saw as Bri- 
tish intransigence in the 
peace process. 

In February police found 
vast amounts of bomb-mak- 
ing material at the home- of 
an IRA guerrilla who killed 
himself with his own bomb 
on a London bus. 

The IRA have planted 
seven bombs in Britain 
since February including a 
truck bomb which blew up a 
shopping centre in Man- 
chester in June. 


Diana, Fergie 
arrive in French 
Riviera 

CANNES, France (R) — 1 
Princess Diana and the i 
Duchess of York arrived ' 
with their children for a. 
divorcees’ holiday in the' 
French Riviera. 48 hours 
after the start of proceed- ; 
ings in Princess Diana's di- ; 
vorce from Prince Charles. 
Their private jet touched 
down at Cannes-Mandelieu 

Airport and the party, inc- 
luding Princess Diana’s ; 
two sons Prince William, 
14, second in line to the 
British throne, and Prince , 
Harry, 11. were swept 
away in a convoy of two 
saloon cars and a minibus. ! 
Local officials said the hol- 
idaymakers would stay at a . 
picturesque hunting lodge: 
near the hilltop town of 
Fayence above the Riviera. , 
The lodge is believed to be- i 
long to the duchess' former ' 
boyfriend Paddy McNally. ; 
The two women should 
have plenty to talk about. 

Brazil’s smokers 
defy new 
anti-smoking law 

RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — 
Brazil's new federal law 
banning smoking in public 
areas went up in smoke 
only a day after going into 
effect. People continued to 
light Up freely on buses, in 
restaurants and bars in spite 
of the law, which bans 
smoking in enclosed public 
areas except in specially 
designated zones for smok- 
ers. Even lawmakers defied 
their own rules, and ciga- 
rette smoke filled congres- 
sional chambers in Bra- 
silia. “There are far more 
important things for the 
government to wony 
about,” said psychologist 
Maria Angelica, enjoying a 
cigarette over lunch in a 
Rio restaurant. “The law 
won’t be applied in prac- 
tice anyway, as always in 
Brazil." 

University of 
Toronto plans 
chair on suicide 

TORONTO (R) — A Cana- 
dian woman 's sorrow at the 
1992 suicide of her son has 
led to the creation of North 
America's first chair for 
suicide studies at the Uni- 
versity of Toronto. Doris 
Soramer-Rotenberg of To- 
ronto launched a campaign 
to fund the chair after her 
36-year-old son Arthur 
killed himself. “After Ar- 
thur's death. I immediately 
felt l wished to honour him 
because he was such a bril- 
liant young man." Ms. 
Sommer-Rotenberg said. 
She said she approached 
the University of Toronto 
which promised to help en- 
dow a chair if she raised 
one million Canadian dol- 
lars ($730,000). “We col- 
lected more than a million 
dollars and the LTniversity 
of Toronto matched it with 
another million," she said. 
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Ministers seek 
soft ride in British 
parliament 

LONDON (R > — A wrong- 
ly-directed letter exposed a 
Dodge used by British gov- 
ernment ministers to get a 
soft ride when they answer 
questions in parliament. 
Parliamentary aide Simon 
Coombs slipped up when f 
he wrote to all members of 
the ruling Conservatives 
scheduled to put questions 
to his ministerial master. 

Trade and Industry Secre- 
tary Ian Lang, inviting 
them to a meeting at the 
ministry. The letter, which 
described the meeting as 
’an opportunity to ensure 
that the resultant ex- 
changes are, as far as possi- 
ble, beneficial to all con- 
cerned,” was also acciden- 
tally sent to opposition La- 
bour member. Harry 
Barnes. Such meetings are 
held by most mini sters, 
with party officials some- 
times producing suggested 
words for friendly mem- 
bers of parliament to par- 
rot, praising the govern- 
ment's achievements or 
rubbishing opposition poli- 
cies. Mr. Barnes attended J 
the meeting, but later told (L\ . L ,r 
parliament 
discuss with 

he should say to pariia 
menL T have not rehearsed 
this (supplementary) ques^ 
tion in the meeting I bad,” 
he said, amid laughter. 
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f^maraoH hooded Dhaka suburb move about in a boat tTying to coUect drinking water. Many wells have been 
submerged b\ the week long floods causing a serious shortage of dean water (Reuter Photo) 

Bangladesh flood death toll reaches 23 


DHAKA (AFP> — Bangladeshi Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina Wajed has ordered airdrops of relief supplies into 
flood-ravaged areas as the unofficial death toll rose to 23. 
the press reported here Friday. 

Officials said array and air force helicopters would be 
usee to airdrop rice, biscuits, powdered milk, molasses and 
medicine to thousands of people left marooned in their 
flooded homes or on embankments in the north and north- 
west of the country. 

Army and paramilitary Bangladesh rifles troops have 
r hecn deployed to carryout aid operations in some of the 
areas worst hit by the flooding, caused by heavy monsoon 
rams and run-off from the hills in neighbouring India. 

With ten more fatalities reported Friday, press reports put 
the unofficial death toll as 23 in 48 days. No official figures 
.vere available. 

During a tour of affected areas Thursday. Sheikh Hasina 
announced one-million-taka ($23,809) emergency aid 
packages would be given to Nilpharaari. Lalmonirbat 
Dinajpur and Kurigram districts, amid reports of shortages 
of food and drinking water there threaten an outbreak of 
disease. 


Flood officials said the situation in nine northern and 
northwestern districts was deteriorating, with fresh areas 
being submerged and five major rivers — the Dharla, 
Bramhaputra, Ganges. Karotoa and Surma — threatening 
to burst their banks. 

A government spokesman warned regions in the south 
could be affected as flood waters empty into the Bay of 
Bengal. 

This marks the second round of flooding since June and 
low-lying areas of the capital Dhaka have been inundated. 

Communications were down in some areas as roads and 
culverts were washed away by' the floods. 

An official from northern Kurigram district told AFP by 
telephone that some 655,000 people there had been affect- 
ed by the latest deluges, with crops wiped out and large 
numbers of homes damaged. 

Main opposition leader Khaleda Zia of the Bangladesh 
Nationalist Paity is scheduled ro leave Dhaka Friday for a 
tour of the affected areas. 

Bangladesh, criss-crossed by some 230 rivers, is plagued 
by annual floods. 


Russian police hunt three Caucasians 
after failed bomb attempt in Voronezh 


MOSCOW (AFP; — Police thwarted a 
major bomb blast in the southern Russian 
city of Voronezh Friday when they found 
tv. o bags containing three kilogrammes 
Km. pounds) of TNT at the city’s main rail- 
way station, news reports said. 

Prosecutor Yuri Gorshenev told ITAR- 
TASS news agency that police were hunt- 
ing for three suspects believed to be from 
the Caucasus. 

Tiie attempted bombing, which experts 
*•. iaid could have destroyed the whole build- 
J me. came a week after two consecutive 
bombings on trolley-buses in Moscow 
which injured 33 people. 

Witnesses said they saw two women and 
a man leave the two bags in the waiting 
room of Voronezh Station and then hurry 
away from the scene. 

"Witnesses said they were speaking with 
a strong Caucasus accent." said Mr. Gor- 
shenev. adding lliat "the latest details, inc- 
luding their appearance, point to Cau- 
casians." 

Security forces issued identikits of the 
suspected bombers and began passport 
checks, sealing off the city's airport, rail- 
way stations and bus terminal. 

“The criminals acted brazenly, hoping 
that the explosion would bury all the wit- 
nesses." Mr. Gorshenev said. 

Interfax News Agency quoted local 
Police Chief Viktor Trovnin as saying a dis- 
oter had been averted “by pure chance," 
since cue of the detonators had worked but 
tailed to trigger an explosion. 

He ruled out any involvement by local 
criminal groups in the attempted bombing. 


but did not elaborate. 

The station in Voronezh, an industrial city 
4S0 kilometres south of Moscow, is 
Russia’s main railway hub for the south. of 
the country. 

One device containing 1.5 kilogrammes 
of TNT was left in an ordinary cloth bag in 
the main station's waiting-room. 

The detonator activated at 0200 GMT but 
it only scattered the explosives nearby, civil 
defence workers told Interfax. 

When police came to the scene they 
found another 1.5 kilogrammes of TNT 
planted in a plastic bag nearby. 

Despite allegations that Chechens may 
have had a hand in both Moscow trolley- 
bus attacks the authorities had not provided 
any hard evidence Friday to suggest that the 
series of bombings were linked. 

Voronezh prosecutor Victor Borodayenko 
told ITAR-TASS that a group of Federal 
Security Service (FSB) investigators left 
Moscow for Voronezh to probe the incident 
and determine whether it was linked to the 
trolley-bus bombings. 

Late Thursday a jeep belonging to a com- 
mercial company was wrecked in a power- 
ful blast in Moscow’s northeastern district 
of Sokolniki. ITAR-TASS news agency 
reported. There were no casualties. 

After the Moscow trolley-bus bombings 
Mayor Yuri Luzhkov called for a crack- 
down on the "diaspora" in the city — a 
term used for ethnic minorities including 
Chechens. 

The bombings coincided with a major 
Russian military offensive against sepa- 
ratists in Chechenya. 


Japan sees China as 
growing military challenge 


HOKYO ( R i — Japan has downgraded 
Russia as a security threat and upgraded its 
"watch" on China 'in its annual white paper 
on defence issued Friday. 

The report, which looks at the state of 
Japan’s armed forces and the security situa- 
tion for the coming year, clearly spelt out 
once asain that the relationship with the 
United ' States was the cornerstone of 
Japan’s peace and prosperity. 

The most significant change from last 
'■earN white paper was the addition of a 
paragraph that clearly signalled China was 
goinjj u* need more attention from Japan s 
Se-D ‘Defence Forces. 

The paper >aid Chinese military spending 
grew 1 i per cent in 1996. the eighth year w 
a p «v. that ii had gone up by more than ten 

percent. QQ . 

It repeated □ paragraph from the IW 
reptw which said China's military modem- 


China needed to be “watched." 

In contrast the paper’s references to 
Russia painted a picture of a country where 
instability made it difficult to determine 
what needed to be watched. 

“With regard to future developments in 
the Russian Far East, in view of the insta- 
bility and the fluid situation in Russia there 
is a lack of clarity for the future outlook of 
Russia and its forces in the Russian far 
east,’’ the paper said. 

Communist North Korea, as in past years, 
was again singled out as a “serious source 
of instability" because of its suspected 
nuclear weapons development and mod- 
ernisation of its missile capacity. 

There was no question about instability or 
commitment in Japan's relationship with 
the United States despite some public calls 
for American military bases to be shut 

“The Japan-United States security 


proceed °radually in arrangements are not only indispensable to 

iiran was gra™™ J x in M useable and 


view of prioritisation Beijing was giving to 
economic development. 

But then, a new paragraph was added, 
re. ‘din a: "The situation must be watched 
'-.wish caution in terms of promotion ot 
nuclear weapon* and modernisation of the 
nav\ and air forces, expansion of naval 
and heightened tension in the 
Tdittaii SLruit js seen in the military drill 

n "lr was the first time a white paper had said 


Japan’s security in an unpredictable and 
uncertain international situation lacking 
transparency, but also for forming the basis 
for a wide range of friendly bilateral rela- 
tions, including political and economic 
relations," it said. 

The paper skirted the controversy about 
the presence of U.S. bases on Japan’s south- 
ern island of Okinawa where a non-binding 
referendum will be held on Sept. 8 on 
whether the facilities should be dosed. 


China 
floods kill 
716 , strand 
4 million 


BEIJING (Rl — The num- 
ber of people killed in dev- 
astating floods across eight 
provinces of south and cen- ' 
tral China had reached 716, 
with two million forced to 
leave their homes, the 
Ministry of Civil Affairs 
said Friday. 

Nearly four million peo- 
ple had been cut off by 
flood waters, SI 0,000 
homes had collapsed and- 
2.8 million homes had been 
damaged, the ministry said 
in a statement giving de- 
tails of natural disasters in 
China in the first half of 
1996. 

The total death toll from 
ail such disasters, including 
earthquakes. hailstorms, 
floods and drought in the 
period was 1.875, with 
total economic losses of 7 1 
billion yuan ($S.55 billion; 
and 200 million people af- 
fected, it said. 

The farmland area affect- 
ed by the floods since mid- 
June had reached 9.6 mil- 
lion hectares (23.712 mil- 
lion acres), of which the 
crops on 1 .04 million hec- 
tares (2.569 million acres) 
had been lost, the statement 
said. It gave no crop break- 
down. 

It put total economic los- 
ses from the floods at near- 
ly 40 billion yuan ($4,819 
billion). 

-The eight provinces and 

regions affected are Zhe- 
jiang, Jiangxi. Hubei, Hu- 
nan, Anhui. Guizhou, 
Guangxi and Jiangsu, the 
statement said. It gave fig- 
ures as of July 1 S. 

Worst hit by the floods 
was the southwest province 
of Guizhou, where 252 
people were killed, 

250.000 were forced to 
leave their homes and 

69.000 homes collapsed. 

A total of 6,120 compa- 
nies in the province were 
hit by the floods, with 
1.300 forced to stop pro-' 
duction, 348 school build- 
ings collapsed and there 
were rota! economic losses 
of 9.8 billion yuan, it said. 

In the neighbouring 
province of Guangxi, 67 
people had been killed by , 
the floods and 299 injured, ! 
with 3,000 livestock killed j 
and total economic losses 
of 2.5 billion yuan, it said. I 


Hawks drown out doves 
as Chechen war escalates 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Amid 
atrocities, massive Russian 
air raids and threats of all- 
out war, commanders on 
both sides in the Chechenya 
conflict have vowed to pur- 
sue the military option, 
drowning out the voices of 
moderates. 

For more than a week the 
Russian army and air force 
have been pounding vil- 
lages in southern Chechen- 
ya, killing combatants and 
civilians indiscriminately, 
with the tacit approval of 
the authorities in Moscow. 

According to witnesses, 
Russian soldiers were also 
responsible for a massacre 
of 13 Chechen civilians 
near the capital Grozny 
Monday. 

The general staff 
announced Friday that three 
Russian soldiers were killed 
and a helicopter attacked by 
separatist rebels in southern 
Chechenya. Interfax News 
Agency reported. 

The helicopter was fired 
at Thursday near the village 
of Shatoi and one soldier 
was seriously wounded, the 
military said. 

In all, Chechen rebels 
attacked positions held by 
Russian federal troops 26 
times during the night 
Thursday, according to the 
report. The local army com- 
mand stated that .seven of 
the attacks occurred in the 
capital Grozny. 

Meanwhile, Salman Ra- 
duyev, a hardline Chechen 
rebel field commander who 
had earlier been reported 
killed, dramatically reap- 
peared Thursday vowing to 
"fight until the end" against 
the Russian forces that 
rolled into Chechenya in 
December J 994 to crush the 
separatist movement. 

All the ingredients are 
there for a new escalation of 
the conflict, which has al- 
ready cost some 40,000 
lives, most of them civil- 
ians. 

By bombarding Chechen 
villages with overwhelming 
firepower Russian forces 
were largely responsible for 
the breakdown of a fragile 
ceasefire which had held for 
□early six weeks. 

Most observers concur 
th3t the Russian comman- 
ders in Chechnya took ad- 
vantage of the state of polit- 
ical limbo in Moscow as 
President Boris Yeltsin re- 
cuperated from his gruelling 
election campaign and a 
new government was await- 
ed 

The Chechen separatist 
command responded fairly 
moderately Thursday, say- 
ing it would treat each case 
separately without launch- 
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A Russian soldier guards captured Chechen rebels as 
they fly in a helicopter from Vedensky region, the site of 
a military operation, to Grozny. Russian troops, bat- 
tling separatist guerrillas in the southern Chechen 
region, have been given a mandate by Prime Minister 
Viktor Chernomyrdin to use force to keep the peace 
process on track (Reuter photo) 


ing any large-scale opera- 
tions in order to try to sal- 
vage the truce. 

But only hours later Com- 
mander Raduyev struck a 
different tone, rejecting 
negotiations with Moscow 
and promising a large-scale 
rebel response. 

Commander Raduyev 
staged a mass hostage-tak- 
ing in January in the Rus- 
sian Republic of Dagestan 
bordering the Republic of 
Chechenya and in March 
the Russians said he h?d 
been killed in an ambush by 
unidentifed gunmen. 

In an interview broadcast 
on NTV television. Com- 
mander Raduyev wore dark 
glasses and appeared to 
have undergone reconstruc- 
tive surgery on his nose. 

He said he underwent sur- 
gery at a hospital outside 
Russia and used his period 
of convalescence to buy 
weapons including shoul- 
der-held Stinger anti-air- 
craft missiles. 

Commander Raduyev said 
separatist leader Dzhokhar 
Dudayev, also given up for 
dead, was still alive. 

Russia and the Chechens 
had both said Mr. Dudayev 
was killed in Chechenya on 
April 2] . The Russians said . 
he died in an attack with air- 
to-surface missiles that 
homed in on his satellite 


telephone. 

Commander Raduyev’s 
claim threatened to under- 
mine the authority of the 
current Chechen separatist 
leader Zelimkhan Yandafbi- 
yev, regarded as more mod- 
erate, who succeeded Mr. 
Dudayev. 

A senior Russian negotia- 
tor. Stepan Stepashin. Fri- 
day exploited Commander 
Raduyev's surprise appear- 
ance to point to "uncontrol- 
lable” elements in the rebel 
camp, and said that was 
“one of the biggest prob- 
lems’’ hindering peace in 
Chechenya. 

In any case the latest 
flare-up in Chechenya 
threatens to bury hopes for 
peace in the near future. 

The rebels had been 
counting on Russia’s new 
national security chief 
Alexander Lebed to push 
the peace process forward. 

Gen. Lebed, an Afghan 
war veteran and now secre- 
tary of the powerful 
Security Council, earlier 
pledged to resolve the con- 
flict peacefully. 

But a long-awaited visit 
by Gen. Lebed to Chechen- 
ya has been postponed re- 
peatedly and Gen. Lebed 
himself has been very res- 
trained about the recent 
upsurge in fighting. 

Previously he had harshly 


criticised the Russian mili- 
tary involvement in Che- 
chenya. 

Russian Nationalities Mi- 
nister Vyacheslav Mikhai- 
lov, who heads Moscow's 
negotiating team, said Fri- 
day he was still ready to re- 
sume peace talks but imp- 
licitly endorsed the Russian 
offensive. 

Tim' Guldimann, the 
OSCE's chief representa- 
tive in Chechenya. voiced 
disappointment with the 
collapse of peace moves. 

“I thought the peace pro- 
cess would be long and dif- 
ficult, but I did not think it 
would be so difficult, even 
before discussing the politi- 
cal issues," Mr. Gul dimann 
admitted Thursday. 

The Organisation for 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (OSCE) brokered 
peace talks held in May and 
June, when both sides ag- 
reed to postpone discussion 
of Chechenya's future polit- 
ical status. 

Three Russian soldiers 
were killed and a helicopter 
attacked by separatist rebels 
in southern Chechenya. the 
general staff announced Fri- 
day, according to Interfax. 

The helicopter was fired 
at Thursday near the village 
of Chatoi and one soldier 
was seriously wounded, the 
military said. 

In all, Chechen rebels 
attacked positions held by 
Russian federal troops 26 
times during the night 
Thursday, according to the 
report. The local array com- 
mand stated that seven of 
the attacks occurred in the 
capital Grozny. 

Meanwhile a top Russian 
official Friday dismissed 
claims that Dudayev was 
alive. 

But no sooner had be spo- 
ken than the Federal Secu- 
rity Service renewed specu- 
lation surrounding the fate 
of the rebel leader by saying 
that it could not confirm his 
death. 

Commander Raduyev told 
the news conference: “I 
swear to Allah that Dzho- 
khar Dudayev is alive,” 

But Mr. Stepashin said 
Dudayev was definitely 
dead. “I will not swear on 
the Koran but I can state 
with 100 per cent certainty 
that Dzhokhar Dudayev is 
not alive.” he told a news 
conference. 

Commander Raduyev said 
Dudayev was in a poor con- 
dition and had ordered an 
all-out war against Russia to 
avenge the attempt on his 
life. 

“Russia will yet pay for 
this attack,” he said. 


Former wartime sex slaves appeal to Japan court 


TOKYO (R) — Two Chi- 
nese women forced to pro- 
vide sexual services to the 
Japanese array during 
World War II made their 
first court appearance Fri- 
day and told of the brutality 
they experienced as “com- 
fort women.” 

“All 1 could do was cry. I 
had no sexual experience 
before." Li Xiumei told the 
court in tears. 

Ms. Li said she was 15 
when four Japanese soldiers 
barged into her house and 
dragged her away before 
her mother to where the sol- 
diers were stationed. 

Ms. Li’s mother later 
committed suicide while 
Ms. Li was confined in a 
cave for five months, raped 
by the soldiers all day and 
night. Ms. Li lost the vision 
in her right eye and has dif- 
ficulty walking, disabilities 
she said were caused by the 
violent assaults by the sol- 
diers. 

Liu Mianhuan said she 
was forced to serve nearly 
10 Japanese soldiers every 
day with her only food a 
bowl of com broth twice a 
day. In the evening she was 
raped all night by a man she 
called the “red-faced com- 
mander" of the unit. 

Even after Ms. Liu es- 
caped from the brothel, no 
one in her village wanted to 
marry her. and she had lived 
the next 50 years in shame, 
never revealing the iiuth 
until recently. 

“I want the Japanese peo- 
ple to know that the Ja- 



Two Chinese women, Li Xiomei (left) and Liu 
Mianhuan, forced to provide sexual services to the 
Japanese army during World War II, talk to reporters 
in Tokyo after they made their first court appearance 
Friday (Reuter photo) 


panese soldiers looted 
everything, burnt every- 
thing and' killed everyone,” 
Ms. Liu said. 

The two women are 
among a group of six Chi- 
nese women who filed a 
lawsuit against the Japanese 
government in August 1995 
demanding 20 million yen 
($185,000) in damages and 
a public apology. In 
December 1991, 35 Korean 
women launched a similar 
suit. 

Friday’s hearing was the 
first time any of die women 
had testified on what they 
had suffered. 

The suits challenge the 
Japanese government’s con- 
tention that the issue of 
compensation to war vic- 


tims ended with treaties 
normalising ties with Asian 
neighbours. 

Instead, the government 
set up a “private" Asia 
Women's Fund, which is 
still wrangling over the 
amount to pay the estimated 
300 surviving Asian women 
forced to work in the broth- 
els. 

The fund managers are 
expected to agree to pay- 
ments of 2 million yen 
($18,500) as one-time com- 
pensation, aside from the 
government’s plan to pro- 
vide 700 million yen ($6.48 
million) as medical and 
welfare aid 

Bur many of the former 
sex slaves have said they 
will refuse the payments 


because they want direct 
compensation from the Ja- 
panese government. 

They also want a letter 
from Prime Minister Ryu- 
taro Hashiraoto acknowl- 
edging the government’s 
“moral responsibility” over 
the issue. 

In June, Mr. Hashimoto 
said he would make a 
“heartfelt apology" for the 
victims but did not say it 
would include accepting 
responsibility. 

A news report Friday said 
Mr. Hashimoto would ac- 
cept such responsibility in 
his letter, but the prime min- 
ister’s office would not con- 
firm the report. 

The letter is to accompany 
the compensation paid by 
the private fund. 

’After decades of denials, 
the Japanese government 
acknowledged in 1992 that 
it operated wartime brothels 
with conscripted foreign 
women. 

Bat in the trial, the gov- 
ernment argued that there 
was no need to either ack- 
nowledge or deny the exis- 
tence of wartime brothels as 
the trial was a legal issue 
about wartime compensa- 
tion. 

For the victims, however, 
the case goes beyond the 
dry legal technicalities. 

“If the Japanese govern- 
ment isn’t going to admit 
(there were comfort wo- 
men), then please kill me," 
Ms. Liu said after her 
appearance in court 
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Image and 
moments of truth 

ISRAELI PRIME Minister Benyauun Netan- 
yahu’s image among his Arab “partners in 
peace” seems to have undergone some change 
since his election on May 29, but especially most 
recently, after his talks in Cairo with President 
Hosni Mubarak and the visit of'Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti a couple of days earlier. 

The initial reaction to Netanyahu’s election in 
the Arab world generally was one of apprehen- 
sion, bordering on feair that the whole Middle 
East peace process would collapse if the Israeli 
leader pursued his declared policies. But follow- 
ing Netanyahu's visit to Egypt, President 
Mubarak sounded upbeat, at least in compari- 
son to the scepticism that he shared with most 
Arab and other world leaders in early June and 
later. After a mini-summit with His Majesty 
King Hussein and Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat in Aqaba in the first week of June and 
another with President Hafez Assad of Syria and 
Saudi Crown Prince Abdullah, Mubarak was so 
concerned about the election results in Israel 
that he felt the need to convene the Arab summit 
in Cairo and played a crucial role in the word- 
ings of its final communique which gave a 
strong, if rather subtle, warning to the Likud 
leader. That message from the summit and the 
subsequent messages coming from Amman, 
Damascus and Washington mnst have had their 
effect on the new Israeli government. 

The reluctance of some Arab and Islamic 
countries that had established some sort of 
diplomatic relations with Israel to upgrade those 
ties had also its impact on the Israeli leader. 
King Hassan of Morocco, for example, made it a 
condition that Netanyahu meet Arafat More 
the Moroccan leader could see Netanyahu. 
Jordan, w hich enjoys the warmest kind of peace 
that any Arab country has with Israel, also 
made dear that it was unhappy at the way the 
new Israeli leadership was pronouncing itself on 
the peace effort. Prime Minister Kabariti stated 
dearly last week that Jordan was dismayed that 
the Likud government seemed to be “emptying 
the process from its basic content,” which Is the 
land for peace formula. 

Against this background, it was little wonder 
that the Egyptian president found Netanyahu 
“receptive to a great extent” to ideas Mubarak 
floated at the meeting. It is indeed reassuring 
that Mubarak could find “a lot of hope that 
peace could be achieved with the Likud leader.” 
It is now up to the Israeli leader to build on the 
change in image perceptions to move the peace 
forward. 

Following his upcoming visit to Jordan, the 
new Israeli prime minister should be ready and 
willing to meet with Arafat and start once again 
engaging the Syrians. 

Only if israel is willing to continue along the 
path of compromise, based on international 
legitimacy and U.N. resolutions, can real peace 
ami security be found. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


ISRAELI PRIME Minirtc. - Benjamin Netanyahu has an 
opportunity to explain his government's position during, 
his visit to Egypt and later to Jordan and to show 
whether he is truly inclined towards peace or not, said 
Mahmoud Rimawi, a writer for A! Ra’i. In his speech- 
es before the Knesset, Mr. Netanyahu proved to be a 
hardliner and a person difficult to deal with, but his vis- 
its to Amman and Cairo will put him to real test, said 
the writer. Jordan has already expressed its deep con- 
cern over Mr. Netanyahu's recent statements that he 
does not believe in the exchange of peace for land for- 
mula because such a stand tends to undermine the peace 
procr" ■ wh : ~fc v. ::s initiated basically on this formula 
and iiit li.\. Security Council resolutions, 

said tile . ,w p.vi»e minister's visits to Tel Aviv 

and Cairo and his talks with the Egyptian, Syrian and 
Israeli government leaders were dedicated to reactivate 
the peace process, he added. Netanyahu can by no 
means secure good tics with Israel’s neighbours, 
warned the writer, unless he is committed to imple- 
menting the accords uhjch the former Israeli govern- 
ment had concluded in the course of establishing a com- 
prehensive and lasting peace. 

TAHER ADWAN, a writer foi AI Dustour, expressed 
the \ ietv that the Arab public is not convinced that 
Israeli arc truly committed to reaching a lasting peace 
with the Arabs, saying ifcul *V. Netanyahu's visit to 
Arab states cannot prove oth .. ise. The Israeli pre- 
mier’s visits to Cairo and Am; .u will shed more light 
on the man's.intcntions. but li. talks are not expected 
to change the Israeli govemu. .it's stand vis-5- vis the 
occupied Arab lands, he said. V- hat the Arabs should do 
now is direct their attention 'o bolstering bridges 
between their countries and re dablishing solidarity in 
the true sense and they h. to remember Mr. 
Netanyahu's words in Wo shin;: ion that Israel does not 
fear the Arabs who keep issuing threats but fail to do 
anything at ai! to force Krael to budge from its stand. 
The w riter said that the Arabs should realise that Israel's 
1 re . cf ;al »>! Us policies from peace to war should be met 
with equal and more force; i;J, cvlJcciive Arab position 
X that would force Mr. Nciziiiyahif:. government to shift 
uback to the light track that k\u!.< i” peace. 


Analysis 

Jord anian Perspective 

Netanyahu projects positive 


Jordan Times, Saturday, July 20, 1996 


By Dr. Musa Keilani 

image in Cairo 


IT WAS very befitting for the Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu to choose Cairo as his first open 
visit to an Arab country. His political advisors In 
Washington recommended that be pay greater '‘respect” to 
Egypt’s self-proclaimed role in the region. Moreover, 
President Mubarak had always hoped and dreamt to 
achieve one of his major diplomatic goals by negotiating 
an Israeli -Syrian peace treaty which would guarantee a 
return of the Golan Heights. The best item on Mubarak’s 
agenda was a finalisation of a Palestinian-Israeli peace 
treaty in 1999. which would guarantee the return of 
Muslim holy places to Arab sovereignty. 

Many observers felt happy few days ago at Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu's reassuring statements 
when he met Egyptian President Husni Mubarak and 
emphasised Israel’s continued commitment to peace in the 
Middle East. 

Many thoughtful Arabs bad earlier, on May 30, a tremen- 
dous shock Mowing the Israelis election results. But 
many of us wens mollified by what we heard in Cairo, 
compared to die statements we had listened to, when 
Netanyahu bad his speech in Washington a week ago. 

In Cairo, his speech was methodical, moderate and 
straight forward. He promised to cany on with the peace 
process, to collaborate with Jordan and Cairo, to meet and 


to reach a settlement with Arafat whose three attempts to 
phone and meet Netanyahu earlier were rejected. 

* Reports from Cairo indicate that the old image of a pop- 
ulist, militants right-winger Netanyahu was replaced by a 
moderate, sound, conservative statesman who is willing to 
lift closure on the West Bank and Gaza to allow ten thou- 
sand Palestinians to resume work inside Israel. He was 
very impressive when he conveyed the all important mes- 
sage to the Arabs that be is not neglecting the Syrian point 
of view which Mubarak had been hammering in for hours. 
Mubarak had earlier committed himself to represent 
Syria’s Assad in any future contacts with the Israelis. 

It is true that Netanyahu’s interpretation of ‘land for 
peace” is different from what the Syrians want, a total 
withdrawal from the Golan Heights, without any demili- 
tarised zones or monitoring stations, or stationing of inter- 
national troops. Yet the optimistic tone that came from 
Cairo indicates that more positive results might be expect- 
ed when Jordan receives the Israeli prime minister this 

week. 

Though Netanyahu is expected to emphasise the thorny 
problems of security and settlements, be is expected to act 
responsibly, not to rock the boat, and to announce his com- 
mitment to adhere to Oslo agreements. 

But one issue remains to be solved. It is the Jerusalem 


questions. Hundreds of handshakes can not create durable 
peace between Arabs and Israelis as long as the custodian- 
ship of AI Aqsa Mosque is in non-Muslim hands. 

The continued occupation of Muslim holy places is an 
open invitation to fundamentalist terrorism to recreate 
what it had earlier done in Beirut, in Tel Aviv and Khabor. 
It is of great interest that one leader of holy violence, Saudi 
Ben Laden, speaks from Afghanistan how his militias will 
never drop their arms as long as Jerusalem is in “Zionist 
Custodianship”. Moreover, Iran’s AI Quds (Jerusalem) 
Battalions are the ones training Bahrainis, Lebanese and 
Palestinians in all sorts of guerrilla warfare and explosives. 
The rallying cry for all observant Muslims has been 
Jerusalem since 1967. - • 

To shelve its discussion for few years, to the final status . 
negotiations with the Palestinians, is just a temporary first- • 
aid sedative that will never cure Muslims of the deeply 
ingrained attachment to their holy city. 

It is the hope that Mr. Netanyahu in Jordan might send 
another positive signal to both the Syrians and to the 
Muslims. 

A troop redeployment in Hebron might serve as a good 
starter to reestablish some kind of good faith that the new 
Israeli cabinet is not totally ruled by the two super-hawks, 
Gen. Ariel Sharon and Geo. Rafi Eitan. 
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Ulster: Wait for 2037 


By G Wynne Dyer 

TVE TOLD them that if. 
they don’t do this right they 
can shag off,” said former 
Irish Prime Minister Albert 
Reynolds before the Irish 
Republican Army (IRA) 
declared a ceasefire in 
September 1994. “They can 
detour away for another 25 
years of killing and being 
killed — for what? Because 
at the end of that 25 years, 
they'll be back where they 
are right now, with damn ail 
to show for it.” 

Well, they did not do it 
right. The IRA, impatient 
with the pace and direction 
of the peace talks on 
Northern Ireland, resumed 
hostilities last Februaxy with 
a massive bomb in London. 
Further bombs followed in 
English cities, though the 
ceasefire held in Northern 
Ireland itself until this 
month. 

Now it is back to business 
as usual in Ulster too. with a 
car bomb in Enniskillen, 
three policemen shot by 
snipers and two civilians 
dead and 230 injured in a 
week of political violence. 
Reinforcements have raised 


the British military presence 
in the province to the high- 
est level since J9S4 — and 
Northern Ireland is well- 
started on its next 25 years 
of killing. 

So what went wrong? And 
how bad is it going to get? 

Not all that bad, really, at 
least not compared to the 
recent honors in Bosnia and 
Liberia. Over 3.000 people 
have been killed in political 
violence in Northern 
Ireland, * a province with 
only one and a half million 
people, in the past quarter- 
century. But the rate of 
killings peaked way back in 
1972, when 467 people 
died 

The average annual death 
toll in Ulster over the past 
decade has been pnly 88, no 
worse than the murder rate 
in the average American 
city of the same size. In 
Northern Ireland people 
also had to put up with 
check-points and random 
searches and a high back- 
ground level of fear, but 
most could get on with their 
lives reasonably dose to 
those who live in other parts 
of Western Europe. 
Northern Ireland is going 


back to some cataclysm that 
will keep it in the headlines. 
Is this an unmitigated disas- 
ter? Not really, since an 
attempted peace settlement, 
rather than chronic low- 
level terrorism, is the likeli- 
est trigger for 
“Armageddon." 

The majority of the 
Northern Irish population is 
Protestant who feel them- 
selves to be British, not 
Irish, and vote to stay in the 
United Kingdom every time 
they get the chance. The 
minority are Catholics, most 
of whom identify strongly 
with the Catholic-majority 
Republic of Ireland that 
takes the rest of the island. 

Only four per cent of the 
Protestants, when last asked 
in the 1991 census, wanted 
a united Ireland. Only 35 
per cent of Catholics, in the 
same survey, wanted to stay 
in Britain. No compromise 
can bridge this gap. 

Since the Protestants are 
the majority — two-thirds 
of the population at the start 
of the “troubles” in 1969, 
and still 58 per cent today 
despite much Protestant 
emigration and a higher 
Catholic birth-rate — 


Catholic “natioualists” who 
are committed to unification 
have to abandon democratic 
politics and resort to vio- 
lence. 

Not all Catholics support 
the IRA, but Sinn Fein, its 
political front, got over 15 
per cent of the vote in the 
May elections for the (now 
all but aborted) peace talks. 
Almost one Catholic ‘in 
three, therefore, implicitly 
supports the use of violence 
to coerce Protestants into a 
united Ireland. 

An even higher proportion 
of Protestants, in all likeli- 
hood, supports the use of 
violence to stop that hap- 
pening. And the Protestants 
have their paramilitary 
armies, too. Indeed, in the 
last three years before the 
ceasefire, “loyalist” para- 
militaries actually murdered 
more people than the IRA. 

Seeking “peace” in this 
context is dangerous, 
because if the IRA ever 
forces or persuades Britain 
to withdraw its troops, the 
Protestant paramilitaries 
would go flat out to create a 
smaller, more defensible 
Protestant state that would 
be “cleansed” of its Catholic 


Jordan spearheads revival of peace 
process in the region 


REVIEWED BY ELIA 
NASRALLAH 

THE FLURRY of diplo- 
matic activity in the 
Middle East to break the 
deadlock in the peace 
process, the situation in the 
occupied Arab lands and 
domestic affairs were the 
main features of the Arabic 
dailies last week. 

Thanks to Jordan’s active 
diplomatic offensive we 
are once more optimistic 
about the resumption of the 
peace process, said AI Ra’i 
daily in commenting on the 
current diplomatic offen- 
sive in the region. 

Prime Minister and 
Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti *s meetings 
with his Egyptian and 
Syrian counterparts and 
with the Israeli premier for 
in-depth discussion of the 
situation helped give 
momentum to the diplo- 
matic efforts not only at the 
regional but also at the 
international level, prompt- 
ing the French and the 
American presidents to call 
King Hussein to discuss 
the issue, noted the paper. 

It said that in Benyamin 
Netanyahu's statements to 
the press hi Cairo one can 
detect a new trend in his 
policy, especially his 
announcement that Israel 
remains committed to all 
the agreements with the 
Palestinians. 

Commenting on the same 
theme. Hamadeh Faraaneh, 
a writer for AI Dustour, 
said that Mr. Kabariti’s 
visit to Israel, following his 
meetings in Cairo with 
Egyptian and Syrian offi- 
cials, reflect the 
Kindgdom's deep concern 
over the peace process. 


The writer said that Israel 
should understand that 
peace is good for Israel, 
more than for the Arabs, 
and the Jordanian efforts 
are bound to benefit tbe 
Israeli society as well as 
the Palestinians and the 
otter Arab countries. 
Furthermore, the Arabs 
have expressed their readi- 
ness to reach peace with 
the Israelis and they made 
it clear that peace is a 
strategic option for them, 
said the writer. 

Therefore, be said, the 
Arabs can only hope that 
the Israeli government will 
move back to the right 
track in its dealings with its 
neighbours, particularly 
with the Palestinians. 

Mr. Kabariti’s shuttle 
diplomacy in the region 
was clearly an effort to sal- 
vage tbe peace process, 
said Mohammad Kawash, 
a writer for AI Dustour. 
Through his contacts with 
officials in Syria, Egypt 
and Israel, Mr. Kabariti 
sought to close the gap 
between the various par- 
ties' views and he has obvi- 
ously succeeded in his mis- 
sion, said the writer. 

Since Jordan is at peace 
with Israel, it is eligible to 
act for the other Arab par- 
ties and carry out a media- 
tion efforts for the peace 
process on all the other 
tracks, be noted. Indeed, 
Mr. Kabariti’s contacts 
have created a new atmos- 
phere, free of tension, that 
helped pave the ground for 
the resumption of the peace 
process and prompted the 
U.S. administration to send 
its special Middle East 
envoy to the region for that 
purpose. 

Criticising Netanyahu for 


his hardline policies, 
Mahmoud Rimawi, a 
writer for AI Ra’i, said that 
tbe prime minister of Israel 
believes that the whole 
world should adapt to his 
stands and accept his arro- 
gance. 

The writer said that Mr. 
Netanyahu has expansion- 
ist ambitions which can by 
no means be reconciled 
with tbe requirements of 
tbe peace process and the 
world community’s stand 
with regard "to the Middle 
East question. Saying that 
the Arab countries can by 
no means adapt to the new 
Israeli government’s posi- 
tion, the writer said it is 
very hard to expect the 
world community and even 
the United States to be con- 
vinced by Mr. 

Netanyahu’s hardline posi- 
tion and adapt to his hard 
line stance regarding the 
peace process. 

With reference to the 
occupied Arab lands, a 
writer for AI Dustour said 
that as long as the Jewish 
settlement programmes 

continue, the aspired peace 
will be out of reach for the 
Palestinians and the 
Israelis alike. 

Without Israel’s with- 
drawal from the Syrian and 
Lebanese lands, Israel can 
never enjoy any peace with 
its northern borders, said 
Mohammad Kawash. It is 
most frustrating, he said, to 
see the United States, the 
sponsor of the Middle East 
process, accepting Mr. 
Netanyahu’s hardline poli- 
cies and applauding his 
statements to the Congress. 
The United States should 
realise that such Israeli 
policies and the American 
backing for Mr. Netanyahu 


can -only rekindle tension 
and trigger further acts of 
violence. 

Discussing the govern- 
ment’s decision to float the 
bread prices, Fahed Fanek, a 
writer for AI Ra’i. said that the 
measure was n&cessary to help 
the country adapt to the eco- 
nomic reform programme. By 
substituting the subsidies 
across the board with subsi- 
dies for Jordanians only, the 
government has taken a step 
that other governments have 
failed to take since 1974 when 
the Ministry of Supply came 
into being. 

Parliament members had 
approved the government’s 
policy statement which had 
said it would allocate JD 38 
million for subsidies, but they 
must now' reconsider the situ- 
ation after realising that JD 
100 million would not even be 
enough for the subsidies, he 
said. 

The writer said that the gov- 
ernment's decision to change 
the way of providing subsidy 
for bread was a step in the 
right direction and one that 
would help Jordan remain 
committed to the economic 
reform programme. 

A writer for AI Dustour dis- 
cussed the population growth 
in Jordan, saying that the 
country was expected to 
accommodate 10 million peo- 
ple in 19 years from now. 

Fakhri Kawar said that the 
unchecked population growth 
is causing a shortage in the 
country's resources and the 
population explosion in the 
coming years must be given 
due consideration and exami- 
nation by ail concerned parties 
and Jordanians at large since 
the future generations will 
suffer us a result of our irre- 
sponsible actions. 


minority. That would be 
another Bosnia in full cos- 
tume dress — 
“Armageddon,” in Irish 
political jargon. 

So for tbe past quarter- 
century Britain has sat on 
the Northern Irish problem, 
at considerable political, 
financial and human cost to 
itself. The oppressive 
Protestant political monop- 
oly in Northern Ireland was 
broken by simply suppress- 
ing local self-government, 
and both tbe IRA and 
Protestant paramilitaries 
were held in check by 
British troops. 

There is no concrete 
British interest in Northern 
Ireland that would remotely 
justify such an investment 
— but it is only fair, since 
Britain bears tbe historical 
guilt for creating the prob- 
lem in the first place. And as 
long as Britain goes on 
bearing the burden in 
Northern - Ireland, 

Armageddon will not arrive. 

By 1994, some elements 
in the IRA had clearly 
accepted tbe impossibility 
— and even the undesirabil- 
ity — of a military victory 
over tbe British, and were 



willing to negotiate a cease 
fire. Equally clearly, other 
elements of the IRA clung 
to their belief that if the 
British army could be dri 
ven out, they would win the 
ensuing civil war. The latter 
have come out on top. 

Tbe Protestant “hard men 
in the paramilitaries were 
equally determined to return 
to confrontation, for fear 
that Britain might achieve] 
some sort of temporary deal 
that would let it sneak out of 
Ireland. So the “peace” was 
doomed, and normal service 
has been resumed: never- 
ending, low-intensity war. 

For how long? Well, if 
current birth rates persist. 
Catholics will finally 
become a majority in 
Northern Ireland in 2037, a 
mere 4] years from now. At 
that point, Irish unification 
could be achieved by 
democratic . vote 
Catholic birth rate nev 
falls, and if everybody stay 
in tbeir ethno-religiou 
boxes, and if anybody care 
about Irish unification ii 
2037. But don’t hold yon 
breath. 



Arafat’s tentacles^ 
grip Palestinians ||t 


By David Hirst 

YASSER ARAFAT, tbe Palestinian leader, is building a police • u; 
and security force so large and costly it will become a serious -J 
danger to himself and to tbe peace process it is supposed to pro- h 
tecL say Western diplomats, aid workers and even some of his 'd* 
senior officials. * 7 

Disregarding tbe Oslo accord, under which the Palestinian ' >1 
National Authority was supposed to have a single police force of "d 
no more than 12.000 men. Me Arafat has recruited between • 
40,000 and 30.000 men to an array of security and inte lligen ce v-c 
agencies. .'7 

Under his personal control, they are engaging in systematic extortion ,r ' n 
and often whimsical repression. 

Reinforcing this apparatus of control is the state security court. This . '• 
secret military tribunal which generally meets in the middle of the night ' 
denies defendants the right to prepare a defence — or even to prior knowl- ■ 
edge of the charges against them. I 1 . 

Mr. Arafat has the sole power to “confirm, ease or stiffen" any sentence s* 
the court passes. It recently ordered the 17-day detention of a human • 
rights activist and Arafat critic, lyad Ai Sarraj on criminal charges — sob-'" 11 
sequexuly dropped under intemaiioaal pressure — of possessing drug? 'd 
and breaking a policeman's arm in jail. ; J 

According to his critics, Mr. Arafat has used the pretext of “fighting icr-r.T 
rorism" to boild n apparatus which, in the end, he is likely to use in "!# 
defence of himself and a small elite, discredited by their close collator!- ' 
tion with the Israelis, their oppression of their own people, their oonmp- 
lion and mismanagement 

The critics charge that Israel and the United States have either actively Tfi 
encouraged or acquiesced Mr. Arafat's dictatorial tendencies and abuse of V 
human rights. ,>ib 

Running his Palestinian National Authority much like he ran his arawH^l 
“revolution," he has carried divide-and-rule policies to extraordinary — - 
lengths. Western advisers serving the authority recently compiled a list 
10 identifiable security agencies, heavily geared towards political surv 

lance rather than law and order, which have no official existence under 
Oslo accord, and no defined responsibilities. 

AH they have in common is their allegiance to Mr. Arafat, who 
to be deliberately allowing them to compete for the spoils of 
political and social power. That prevents them from coalescing 
power centre to himself. 

They have as many as 17 prisons in Gam alone. The minister of j 
has privately ad mined he does not know which agency holds which 
oners, and where. 

One of their key functions is to raise money, by illegal means, for 
selves and their boss, who uses secret patronage as a vital instrument 
control. They have parcelled out the whole of Gaza’s desperately 
economic life among themselves for extortion. 

One danger - now much talked about even in Mr. Arafat's 
entourage — is that the Israelis will turn the security force, or pari of. 
against him. They have so penetrated it." said one official, that some 
its leaders now depend on them at least as much as they do on Arafat. ‘ 
ume is coming when the Israelis decide that Arafat - who argues 
much — has served his .purpose" 

He voiced the widely held view that the Israelis arc grooming 
Mazen. one of the secret negotiators of the Oslo accord, to take . 

Arafat s place, and that they will count on Mohammad Dahlan. bead 
Prcvcnuii vc Security in Gaza, to lead the putsch. 
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Jordan Times, Saturday, July 20, 1996 


Chuckwagon racers risk danger for thrills and spills 


By Jeffrey Jones 
Reuter 

CALGARY, Alberta — It’s 
a dangerous, gruelling and 
expensive route to a rush 
that lasts barely a minute, 
but the cowboys racing the 
thundering chuckwagons at 
the Calgary stampede say 
the rewards outweigh the 
risks. 

Chuckwagon racing, the 
higb-stakes event at the 
centre of the world’s 
biggest annual outdoor 
rodeo, blends the speed of 
thoroughbred racing, the 
thrill of rodeo and the risk 
of motorsport 

The stampede’s Range- 
land Derby, where 36 top- 
ranked Chuckwagon »pame 
vie for a Canadian dollars 
50,000 ($36,500) purse as 
well as daily prize money, 
is one of 1 1 races held each 
summer across western 
Canada and the northern 
U.S. 

It is considered the 
Olympics of chuckwagon 
racing because of the stam- 
pede’s prominence in 
North American rodeo cir- 
cles and a yearly thirst of 
national television audi- 
ences for its gritty thrills 
and spills. 

The 10-day Calgary 
stampede also includes 
such rodeo events as bull- 
riding, calf roping and steer 
wrestling. 

in the chuckwagon event, 
teams of four horses pull a 
wooden-spoked covered 
wagon through a sharp 
turnaround lined by barrels 
and then blast around a 
thoroughbread-racing-size 
dirt track accompanied by 
mounted outriders. 

Hie spectacle of speeding 


men and horses keeps fans 
on the edge of their seats 
for the action that lasts as 
long as a minute and 14 
seconds. It can lead to 
spectacular collisions and 
sometimes death. 

Chuckwagon racing 
traces its roots to the west- 
ern Canadian frontier of the 
late 1800s, when a ramp 
complete with cookstove 
had to be packed up and 
tossed into a covered 
wagon in the morning for 
the day’s cattle herding. 

Today, the thrill of the 
sport and love of the 
nomadic lifestyle keep the 
crews coming back year 
after year. 

“I’ve been driving 32 
years and before that out- 
riding. Fve always been 
around horses,** said Dallas 
Dorchester, at 50, one of 
the sport’s most successful 
drivers. 

The soft-spoken Dorch- 
ester, based in Falun, 
Alberta, a small town 60 
km south of Edmonton, 
was leading the pack mid- 
way through this year’s 
derby. 

“For me, it’s pretty good 
financially. I’ve got an 
excellent ’ sponsor that 
treats me well. We’re just 
starting after all these years 
to get big sponsors behind 
us.” 

It costs a heap of cash 
keeping a crew’s horses fed 
and its staff working 
behind the scenes. 

To sponsor chuckwagons, 
companies bid in an auc- 
tion for the right to put their 
corporate brand on the 
wagon’s tarpaulin cover. 

Ml Dorchester, a two- 
time Rangeland Derby 
champion, is the stam- 


pede’s hottest property, 
with his tarp garnering a 
record $91,250 from a Cal- 
gary-based real estate 
developer last year and 
$43,800 this year." 

The glamour of the race 
masks a hard-working life 
of travelling across the vast 
spaces of rural Alberta, 
British Colombia and 
Saskatchewan, setting up 
stables for the horses, keep- 
ing them fed and exercised 
and hopefully roping in 
some cash along the way. 

Behind the cheering 
crowds in the stampede 
grandstand, crews bide 
their time before the 
evening action in a huge 
maze of pungent indoor 
stables, tending to horses, 
nursing injuries and even 
catching up on some much- 
needed sleep. 

Terry Conners, a 26-year- 
old stable hand for driver 
Tyler Helmig. sits in the 
stable in the afternoon run- 
ning an electric vibrator 
over his throbbing leg. 

“We pony (exercise) 
horses in the morning to 
exercise them and we clean 
stalls while they’re being 
ponied, i was taking a new 
one back into the stall, it 
got a little spunky and 
kicked me in the thigh” 
Mr. Conners said. “Gave 
me a big Charley horse.” 

But the bruises are part of 
the game and the thrill of 
wagon racing — and the 
aspirations of those behind 
the scenes to eventually sit 
in the driver’s seat — keeps 
people in the sport, he said. 

Even the racing deaths in 
the past two years of two 
top-ranked drivers — one 
of whom has tossed from 



Rodeo bull fighters move in to help Beau McArthur of Cochrane, Alberta, as he gets hung upside down during the Junior Steer Riding event 
at the Calgary Stampede (Reuter photo) 


his driver’s perch and actu- 
ally run over by Bis own 


wagon — foil to deter the 
stalwarts. 


“These guys do this for a 
living," Mr. Conners said. 


“It’s the thrill of living — 
that’s how they thrive. You 


let it eat you up and you 
won’t drive.” 


Women ’s university a rare oasis 
amid Sudan ’s education turmoil 


Arabs can do business with Netanyahu 


OMDURMAN, Sudan 
(AP) — The only women's 
college in the Arab World 
has shielded itself from the 
wrenching changes at 
Sudan’s state-run colleges 
by following a simple 
maxim: No politics. 

“There are no political 
meetings here ” said Lucy 
Joseph, a third-year stu- 
dent at the independent A1 
Ahfad University. “No one 
talks about politics, and 
that keeps us away from 
problems.” 

So while the Islamic gov- 
ernment in Khartoum 
across die Nile reins in the 
big universities, A1 Ahfad 
goes its own way. 

Its curriculum has a 
decidedly activist bent, and 
many of the students say 
that after graduation they 
plan to return to their vil- 
lages, help rural women or 
work with development 
and aid groups. 

The college stQl teaches 
in English — despite the 
government’s efforts to 
institute Arabic as the 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq is 
striving to build relations 
with the Islamist govern- 
ment in Turkey, pledging a 
large chunk of trade under 
its food-for-oil deal with 
the U.N. and even more 
trade if U.N. sanctions are 
fully lifted, diplomats said 
on Friday. 

They said Iraq was aware 
of the key role Ankara 
played in enforcing UJN. 
trade sanctions on it, still in 
place for its 1990 invasion 
of Kuwait. 


(Continued from page 1) 

The officials believe that 
the Israeli government will 
be driven by Israeli nation- 
al interests to implement 
the agreements with the 
Palestinians and to pave the 
way for negotiations with 
Syria. During his trip to 
Washington. Mf- 

Netanyahu went out of his 
way to ensure American 
Jews and potential 


medium of instruction. 
Unlike at other colleges, 
women are under no pres- 
sure to wear the veil. 

Gassim Badri, the uni- 
versity’s president, said A1 
AhfaH wants to train 
women as “agents of 
change” in a country 
where nearly nine of every 
10 women are illiterate and 
women on average live to 
only age 53. 

A course in rural devel- 
opment is compulsory, and 
all 4,000 students must 


spend time in a village dur- 
ing their third year, be said. 

“We want a practical 
aspect to our education 
rather than the traditional 


Iraq’s loss of control over 
its three Kurdish provinces, 
they added, was due to the 
presence of U.S.-led air- 
power in Turkey guarding 
rebel Kurds against any 
possible military attacks by 
Baghdad. 

Iraq officially welcomed 
Turkey’s first Islamist gov- 
ernment which assumed 
office last month and urged 
Prime Minister Necraettin 
Erbakan to live up to elec- 
toral promises — ending 
the mandate of the U.S.-led 


investors that the normali- 
sation process was going to 
proceed smoothly with the 
Arab countries. 

Therefore, administration 
officials aigue that the 
Israeli government will 
realise that it cannot attract 
foreign investment unless 
peaceful and normal rela- 
tions are established with 
its Arab neighbours. 
Arab-American critics of 
the American policy fear 


university, ivory tower 
education,” Mr. Badri said. 

In a courtyard shaded by 
date palms and eucalyptus 
trees, women extol the 
independence at A1 Ahfad. 
Often hailing from tradi- 
tional homes in a Sudan 
that is increasingly conser- 
vative and religious, fee 
students seem to relish 
their freedom. 

“The girls who graduate 
from here know how to 
survive on their own,” said 
Mayada Abdulahi, a first- 


year student in medicine. 
“We don’t feel there is any 
difference between us and 
the men who graduate 
from another university.” 


allied air force in southern 
Turkey and reviving the 
once lucrative cross-border 
trade. Ml Erbakan has 
backtracked on the promise 
to put an end to the man- 
date but many of his MPs 
would like to see the force 
go. The Turkish parliament, 
in response to a request 
from Mr. Erbakan’s ruling 
Islamists, is to bold a 
closed-door debate on the 
force before a vote later this 
month on whether to extend 
its mandate. 


that the American reluc- 
tance to pressure Israel to 
comply with the peace 
agreements and the princi- 
ple of land-for-peace would 
undermine the peace 
process. 

But administration offi- 
cials say that the Israeli 
government should be 
given a chance to adjust to 
what they describe as com- 
plex agreements that it had 
inherited. 


(Continued from page 1) 

naturally, because be was 
standing in an Arab capital 
and next to the head of the 
biggest Arab state,” Mr. 
Sal am told Reuters, refer- 
ring to Mr. Netanyahu's trip 
to Washington last week. 

“But he did not answer 
the big questions. _sucfa as 
his stand on Jerusalem, 
Jewish settlements, the fate 
of agreements signed with 
the previous government 
and final-status negotia- 
tions.” 

Ahmed Qouriea, speaker 
of the Palestinian Legisla- 
tive Council, 

told Reuters: “I cannot 
say that there has been a* 
change in the Israeli posi- 
tion before we see on the 
ground what measures will 
be taken by the Israeli gov T 
emmenL” Mr. Netanyahu 
pleased Egyptian officials 
by saying Israel would stick 
to the “terms of reference” 
of the 1991 Madrid peace 
conference, which rein- 
forced the principle of 
returning occupied Arab 
land for peace. 

But asked specifically 
about land-for-peace, Mr. 
Netanyahu said 

there were “differing 
interpretations on that prin- 
ciple.” He has said his 
interpretation is that Israel 
gave back 90 per cent of the 
land captured in 1967 when 
it banded back Sinai to 
EgypL 

Despite Mr. Mubarak’s 
positive assessment of his 
meeting with Mr. Neta- 
nyahu, the view in Israel 
was that Mr. Netanyahu 
pulled off a coup in his 


(Continued from page 1) 
dares still had to be 
approved by the U.N. 

Security Council before 
Iraq could sign the oil con- 
tracts whose profits are to 
pay for the humanitarian 
supplies. Under the deal 
struck in May, Iraq will be 
allowed to export limited 
quantities of crude for the 
first time since the embar- 
go was imposed 

It will be allowed to sell a 
billion dollars of crude 
every six months under 
strict international control 
to buy food and medicines 
for the stricken population. 

Traders in Baghdad said 
prices could fall from Sat- 


Cairo talks, giving little 
away to his Arab neigh- 
bours but managing to re- 
kindle Egyptian hopes for 
the future of the peace 
process. 

“Mubarak: I am reas- 
sured. Netanyahu: I gave 
away nothing,” said the 
Israeli Yediot Aharanot 
summarising the results of 
the talks in Cairo on Thurs- 
day. 

The right-wing, national- 
ist leader swayed little from 
his hardline stand, refusing 
to back down from his 
refusal to trade occupied 
Arab land for peace. 

Instead, be announced a 
slight easing of the closure 
on the Palestinian territo- 
ries, allowing 10,000 more 
Palestinians back to tbeir 
jobs in Israel. 

But the figure was less 
generous than the Israeli 
press had expected and 
lower than first easing of 
the blockade in June when 
25,000 workers were autho- 
rised to return to work. 

Mr. Netanyahu also made 
great play of announcing 
that his foreign minister 
would hold talks next week 
with Mr. Arafat, but again 
dodged questions on 
whether he would meet 
himself with the PLO 
leader. News reports said 
that David Levy will meet 
Mr. Arafat Tuesday. 

On Friday huge question 
marks still bung over the 
details of exactly how Mr. 
Netanyahu intends to pur- 
sue the peace process with 
his Arab neighbours. 

No date has yet been 
.fixed for the long-delayed 
Israeli troop pullout firom 


iirday, as they showed only 
a slight drop on Friday 
with a kilogramme (2.2 
pounds) of sugar selling for 
550 dinars compared with 
600 the day before, while 
flour dropped from 400 
dinars to 375 and rice from 
450 to 400. 

The United States had 
vetoed the first version of 
the Iraqi distribution plan. 
It was subsequently amen- 
ded during two weeks of 
negotiations here. 

Washington feared thai 
the Iraqi government, was 
seeking to import technolo- 
gy and thus contravene the 
sanctions regime which is 
to remain in place. 


four-fifths of the flashpoint 
town of Hebron on the West 
Bank. The redeployment 
had been due to take place 
in March but was delayed 
by former Premier Shimon 
Peres following a wave of 
Islamic militant bomb 
attacks. 

Israeli commentators on 
Friday noted the “positive 
tone” adopted by Mr. 
Mubarak, in static contrast 
to the warnings launched by 
the Arab summit in Cairo 
on June 22-23. 

“Netanyahu has won a 
certificate of good behav- 
iour from President Mub- ' 
arak,” chorused both the 


Yediot Aharonot and the 
Maariv, adding the Egypt- 
ian leader was determined 
the talks should be seen as a 
success. 

With international eyes 
on the changing political 
map of the Middle East, Ml 
Mnbarak was keen to show 
off Egypt’s key role in 
bringing together the two 
sides, especially ahead of 
talks in Washington when 
he aims to ask for a renew- 
al of U.S. aid, the papers 
said. 

“President Mubarak 
knows that Washington will 
not put any pressure on 
Israel before the presiden- 


tial elections in November 
and that under such condi- 
tions it is better to give the 
prime minis ter a chance,” 
said Maariv. 

However, all the papers 
stressed that Egypt’s atti- 
tude was only a respite and 
that there were still deep 
differences. 

“President Mubarak has 
changed Netanyahu’s 
image from the fanatic 
‘Arab eater* to a credible 
partner in less than a 
month,” Maariv said. 

“But let there be no illu- 
sion, this truce will end if 
Netanyahu does not respect 
his commitments.” 



Iraq seeks Turkish help on sanctions 


U.S. envoy to visit the region 


“There are no political meet- 
ings here. No one talks about 
politics, and that keeps us 
away from problems ” 


Iraq wants swift action on U.N. food plan 
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8 Economy 

Kuwait encourages foreigners 
to take part in privatisation 


Jordan limes, Saturday, July 20, 1996 


KUWAIT (R) — Foreign 
investors would be wel- 
come to participate in the 
pl ann ed privatisation of 
Kuwaiti state utilities, the 
Gulf state’s finance minis* 
ter said in remarks pub- 
lished Thursday. 

“We are very interested in 
encouraging foreign 
investors to enter some pro* 
jects,” Finance Minister 
Nasser Abdulla A1 Rodhan 
was quoted as sayiDg by the 
Arab Times. 

“The country would bene* 
fit from foreign investment 

which would draw on 
expertise in many fields and 
attract capital/’ be said. 

Sheikh Rodhan was 
speaking after talks 
Wednesday with parlia- 


ment's finance and eco- 
nomic affairs committee 
about drafting a privatisa- 
tion law to regulate the sale 
of major utlities to private 
interests. 

In the past two years the 
government has sold stakes 
in local firms to Kuwaiti 
investors for a total of 350 
million dinars ($1.17 bil- 
lion) in a preliminary phase 
of privatisaion of the state- 
orchestrated economy. 

But it has not started the 
main phase — the transfer 
of public services to private 
ownership — largely 
because this would proba- 
bly require shedding 
Kuwaiti staff from . institu- 
tions described by econo- 
mists as bloated and ineffi- 


cient. 

Sheikh Rodhan gave no 
timetable for privatistion of 
utilities and offered no fur- 
ther demils about foreign 
involvement- Only Kuwait- 
is, and in some cases Arab 
Gulf nationals, have been 
allowed to take part in the 
pre limin ary phase of the 
process. 

Sheikh Rodhan said the 
government was consider- 
ing privatising part or all of 
the state’s health, electrici- 
ty, communications, posts 
and education services. 

A privatisation law would 
restructure state subsidies 
on services, encouraging 
their operation on a com- 
mercial basis and seek to 
support employment of 


Kuwaiti nationals, be said. 

“We want to ensure full 
employment for Kuwaiti 
manpower, since the gov- 
ernment will be incapable 
of employing all newly 
graduated Kuwaitis,” he 
said. 

He said both the commit- 
tee and the government had 
proposed separate draft 
laws but there was little dif- 
ference between them and 
both sides would now work 
to produce a joint version. 

Critics say privatisation 
has been piecemeal. They 
have called for a law to sys- 
tematise the process and 
integrate it into wider 
reforms of trade, industry 
and public finance. 


Egypt plans to 
refine Libyan crude 
oil in Alexandria 


Clinton unveils higher growth 
forecast and lower deficit 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
The White House has 
unveiled stronger economic 
forecasts for 1996 while 
announcing it expects a 
sharply lower budget 
deficit, a combination that 
is likely to help President 
Bill Clinton's reelection 
effort. 

Releasing its mid-session 
economic review, the White 
House said that it expects 
1996 gross domestic prod- 
uct to grow by 2.6 per cent 
this year, up from its previ- 
ous forecast of 2.2 per cent 
growth and 1995’s 1.5 per 
cent rise. 

The economic review, 
which is compiled by the 
Office of Management and 
Budget, also projects the 
federal budget deficit to 
shrink to $116.8 billion, a 
steep drop from the $145.6 
billion that it had projected 
as recently as March. 

The White House wasted 
no time in - taking credit for 
the figures, saying they 
reflected the success of Mr. 
Clinton’s 1993 deficit 
reduction package. 

“The fact is, our economy 
is now the soundest it’s 
been in a generation,” the 
president said in speech to 
ibe National Governors* 
Association, adding the 
deficit is now forecast at its 
lowest proportion to the 


overall economy since 
1974. 

“The results of that plan 
are proving themselves 
today.” added White House 
Chief Oof Staff Leon 
Panetta. 

Mr. Panetta noted there 
was a huge fight in Con- 
gress over the 1993 deficit 
package, which did not win 
a single Republican vote 
because of its tax increases. 

“This is one battle that we 
did win/' he said. “It is a 
victory not only for the 
presid nt and for those that 
work ith the president, but 
more importantly for the 
American people.” 

The economy is proving a 
potent weapon in Mr. Clin- 
ton's battle against former 
Republican senator Bob 
Dole, who is all but certain 
to be his party’s nominee in 
the Nov. 5 election. 

The Republicans, who 
had hoped to use sluggish 
growth as an issue in the 
election,, instead face a 
string or economic figures 
showing a strong economy 
and a series of polls giving 
Ml Clinton double-digit 
leads over Mr. Dole. 

Republicans sought to 
steal Mr. Clinton’s Blunder 
over the revised economic 
data, with one saying the 
cut in the budget deficit had 
nothing to do with the pres- 


ident or. the Congress. 

“The administration tak- 
ing credit for it is like the 
rooster taking credit for the 
sunrise,” Republican Sena- 
tor Pete Domenici of New 
Mexico said in a statement 

Mr. Domenici, who chairs 
the Senate Budget Commit- 
tee, argued that 60 per cent 
of the deficit reduction was 
simply the result of revi- 
sions -in technical assump- 
tions and economic fore- 
casts. 

But analysts said Mr. 
Clinton deserved much of 
the credit for the figures 
because of deficit reduc- 
tion, even if that was not the 
whole story of the econo- 
my’s performance. 

“I am one of those people 
who thinks that the presi- 
dent should get credit for 
the economy,” said Price 
Waterhouse budget analyst 
Stan CoUender. “The 1993 
was indeed, important in 
terms of putting the deficit 
on a downward path” 

"On the narrow issue of 
tile deficit and its effect on 
the economy ... Yes, he 
deserves credit,” said 
Lehman Brothers analyst 
Kim Wallace. "On the over- 
all behaviour of the econo- 
my in this business cycle, 
the credit he deserves does 
not go any further than the 
deficit reduction of 1993." 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Wary E. Brindwnour 


ACROSS 
1 Journalist’s 
queiy 

5 Wealthy one 
10 Part of USA: 
abbr. , 

14 Ireland 

15 Andre’s bye-bye 

16 Skirt insen 

17 Kind of market 

18 Council of — 

19 Director Kazan 

20 More cozy 

22 Certain bicycle 

24 HS affair 

25 Fax a message 

26 African primate 
29 Sensational 

headline 

33 Jetson’s son 

34 Political power 

35 Potent potable 
% Cutpf meat 

37 Acrimonious 

38 Slang talk 

39 Wayside 
stopover 

40 Seasoning herb 

41 Jury members 

42 Compartmented 
box 

44 Suzanne of TV 

45 Radiation units 

46 Lamp need 

47 More slippery 
50 Reinvestment, 

of a kind 

54 Leveling device 

55 Praying figure, 
in art 

57 — Ridge (noted 
racehorse) 

58 Night table item 

59 Horse dealer, in 
England 

60 Tied 

61 Pindar output 

62 Money reserve 

63 “-of Eden" 

DOWN 

1 Woven fabric 

2 Port of Hawaii 

3 Bailiwick 

4 Measuring item 

5 Country 

6 To the point 


i 

2 

3 

4 

14 




17 




20 






7 Funeral stand 

8 Wine: pref. 

9 Charm with 
flattery 

10 Things to do 

11 Form 

12 PA port 

13 Paper quantity 
21 Helen of — 

23 Dili, old style 

25 Make a point 

26 Negate 

27 In company 
with 

28 — home the 
bacon 

29 Dred Scott was 
one 

30 Pine Tree State 

31 Young eel 

32 Group dances 
34 IOUs 

37 Irish symbol . 

38 Noisy 
celebration 

40 Indian 

41 Take a survey 
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43 Wrinkles 

44 Hot and humid 
46 Lisa of Cosby 

sitcom 

. 47 European 
capital 

48 “If — my way..." 


49 — rickey 

50 In awe . 

51 — voce (orally) 

52 Holiday times 

53 Speak 
vehemently 

56 Vive le— ! 


Weizman 
slams hiring 
foreigners 

in Israel 


MACABI (AFP) — Israeli 
President Ezer Weizman 
said that it “is shame on 
Israel to hire foreigners ” 
Addressing Israeli farmers 
here, Mr. Weizman said: 
“It is shame on Israel to 
hire Thai and Romanian 
workers in the fields of 
construction.” 

He added: “It will be bet- 
ter to conclude an agree- 
ment with the Palestinians 
and hire 150,000 Palestin- 
ian workers whom we 
know where they come 
from and where they go.” 
He accentuated the impor- 
tance of Jewish labour 
force stressing that “the 
future of Israel lies in our 
work.” 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt and 
Libya are considering 
building a $300 million 
. crude oil pipeline to sup- 
ply Libyan oil to refineries 
at the Egyptian port of 
Alexandria, a senior oil 
industry official has said. 

Sameh Fahmi, vice pres- 
ident for projects at the 
Egyptian General Petrole- 
um Corporation, said the 
600-kilometre pipeline 
would pump up to 
' 150,000 barrels per day 
(bpd) of high grade oil 
from the east Libyan town 
of Tobruk. 

“Alexandria is our high- 
est priority...because the 
market for oil products in 
the Mediterranean is very 
good,” Mr. Fahmi told 
Reuters. 

He said the plan .was part 
of a wider Egyptian strate- 
gy to draw private sector 
refining and downstream 
projects to its northern 
port city. 

Mr. Fahmi added that a 
joint Libyan-Egyptian 
team would complete its 
preliminary feasibility 
study next’raonth. 

The study would check 
the cost of pumping oil by 
pipeline compared to ship- 
ping it by tanker, and 
assess the optimal capaci- 
ty and future demand for 
crude in Alexandria. 

A more detailed survey 
of the pipeline’s exact 
route would take six more 
months, Mr. Fahmi said. 

“You’re talking about 
something in the region of 
100,000 to 1 50,000 barrels 
a day, this is in my opinion 
the economic level,” he 
said. 

Oil industry sources said 
they believed the pipeline 
plan had a 50 per cent 
chance of getting off the 
ground, but cautioned that 


Libya's commitment to 
the project was unclear. 

“The pipeline will take 
three to four years (to 
build) so we have to fore- 
see the refineries' capacity 
in the year 2000,” Mr. 
Fahmi said. 

Expansion plans at two 
Alexandria refineries are 
due to increase daily 
capacity by around 20,000 
bpd to 1 80,000 bpd and an 
Egypt! au-Israeli private 
sector joint venture. Mid- 
dle East -Oil Refinery, 
plans to build another 
100,000 bpd plant 

Egypt is also seeking 
private sector investment 
for major petrochemical 
projects, including ethyl- 
ene, polyethylene and 
polypropylene plants in 
Alexandria which could 
use oil products from the 
refineries as feedstock. 

Mr. Fahmi declined to 
say whether the Middle 
East Oil Refinery, in 
which an Israeli business- 
man holds a 40 per cent 
stake, might receive 
Libyan oiL 

“They have their own 
plans,” he said. 

Libya produces around 
1.4 million bpd of crude, 
mainly for export to Euro- 
pean markets, but its oil 
industry has been hit by a 
U.N. embargo on import- 
ing equipment because 
Tripoli refuses to band 
over for trial two men 
wanted over the bombing 
of an airliner in 1988. 


Mubarak 
refuses to 
confirm 
economic 
summit 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak 
refused Thursday to explic- 
itly confirm the holding 
on schedule of an annual 
regional economic confer- 
ence attended by Israel. 

The Middle East confer- 
ence on economic develop- 
ment “is extremely impor- 
tant and we are working 
seriously to prepare the 
groundwork for holding it 
on schedule if possible 
Mr. Mubarak said at a joint 
press conference with 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu. 

He was responding to 
question on whether Egypr 
was considering not host- 
ing conference, set for 
November, or refusing to 
invite Israel. “We are 
working seriously with the 
Israeli prime minister to 
help hold this su mmi t on 
schedule,” Mr. Mubarak 
said. The two previous eco- 
nomic conferences were 
held in 1994 in Casablanca 
and 1995 in Amman with 
the participation of most 
Arab states and Israel. 

For his part, Mr. 
Netanyahu underlined the 
importance of the summit 
and said be had discussed 
economic ties between 
Israel and Egypt during his 
two hours of talks with Mr. 
Mubarak on Thursday. 

He pointed to “agricultur- 
al cooperation which has 
gone on for a long time.” 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Glasbergen 



“The critics said the movie is shallow, 
moronic, silly and unnecessarily 
violent — I can’t wait to see it!” 




Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, 10 form 
tour ordinary words. 
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| WHAT THE MATRONS 
CON5IPEI5EP 
THEIR! MALL 
CONVERSATION. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


— tux i 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday's I Jumbles: DAISY MIRTH OUTWIT BRONCO 

I Answer Hitchhikers should get this from motorists - 
THUMBS DOWN 


Peanuts 

U)H«f DIDWE 
COME TO THIS 
[CAMS MARGIE? 


IT WAS 
YOUR IDEA, | 
SIR. 
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I WONDER, 
IF WE 
COULD 
ESCAPE 



WE COULD 
DIG A 
TUNNEL, BUT 
WE'D NEED 
SHOVELS... 



Andy Capp 
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HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR SAT- 
URDAY, JULY 20, 1996 
By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Righser Foundation 

AJRlfeS: (March 21 tc 
April 19) You are able to 
handle your career activi- 
ties most efficiently 
today, whether it be at 
home or in the outside 
world. Later this evening 
will be good for seeing 
close friends out on the 
town and have some fun 
together. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 21) Early this morn- 
ing’ make appointments 
for this evening’s enter- 
tainment, then get that 
bill paid up. Your mate is 
in a testy mood, however, 
with some gentle persua- 
sion you. can determine 
the root cause and give 
some support 
GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) This is a good 
day today to handle 
duties of your loved ones 
and get your home in bet- 
ter condition. Steer clear 
of recreation in the 
evening and seek out the 
advice of a bigwig on 
some important new 
career activities. 

MOON CHILDREN: (Ju- 
ne 22 to July 21) The 
morning today is best for 
shopping and handling 
desk career activities 
which have backlogged 
for some time. Later this 
evening, don’t get into a 
family squabble or there 
could be some words 
exchanged which you all 
will regret. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) You have an opportu- 
nity today to get your 
financial matters 

improved so that you 
become more prosperous 
in the days ahead. Later 
this evening will be good 
for meeting with some 
authority figure and dis- 
cuss your career activi- 
ties. 

VIRGO: (August 22 io 
S eptember 22 J You can 
shop around for whatever 
you need and get seed 
results. Buy a little gi ft 
for your mate and please 
this person as a result of 
your affection and he or 
she will appreciate your 
gesture with great antici- 
pation. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Any inti- 
mate matters can be 
improved in the morning 
today, so get busy at 
them, however, don’t be 
forceful in the evening or 
you will discover that 
your actions will receive 
a negative reaction from 
those close to you. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 2 1) Look tc 
high-minded close 
friends for good ideas 
which can help you to 
gain your aims, then do 
your career activities 
alone. Later this evening 
you can contact some fel- 
low associate who can be 
of gr eat h elp. 
SAGITTARIUS: (Nov-, 
ember ?'* to December 
21) You :an handle busi- 
ness activities well today, 
even though it is the end 
of the week, so get busy 
early and you will dis- 
cover that you will gain 
prestige as a result of 
your actions and through 
recognition by some big- 
wig. 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to Jan. 20) You 
find that you can further . l 
your ambitions quite well “ f 
during the daytime today, 
however, tonight could 
prove disappointing if 
you are not diligent in 
your career activities and 
proceed in some forward 
method of operation. 
AQUARIUS: (January’ 

21 to February 19} Acq- 
uire information you 
need today so that you 
can moke a close friend 
of a bigwig you can go to 
any time you need assis- 
tance. Later this evening 
will be good for meeting 
with influential persons 
for a brain session. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) TTiis is a good 
day today to converse 
with a fellow associate 
until you come to a true 
understanding with this 
person. Save your money 
at this time for a rainy 
day and you will have 
some extra funds when 
there are lean times. 

Birthstone of July: 

Ruby — Tiger’s Eye 
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Business & Finance 


Jordan Times, Saturday, July, 20 1996 
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Royal Jordanian planning to 
raise capital to JD 222 million 
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** ROYAL JORDANIAN is ciurently plan- 
ning to raise the airline's present JD 70 mil- 
lion capita] to JD 222 million. According to 
board chairman Basel Jardaneh, the 
increase would be achieved through trans- 
ferring the JD 100 million debt owed to the 
Jordan Petroleum Refinery Company into 
equity in addition to tbe JD 12 million of 
interest and JD 30 million of other debts 
Owed to tbe treasury. Mr. Jardaneh indicat- 
ed that this whole process would ease the 
airline's debt from about JD 450 million to 
JD 330 million noting that Royal Jordan- 


ian's accumulated losses are in excess of JD 
230 million. 

This procedure, Mr. Jardaneh said, would 
improve tbe airline's financial situation and 
would give it the capability to modernise 
and upgrade its fleet. General Manager 
Nader Dahabi has previously announced 
that the airline intends to sell Tristar aircraft 
and then re-lease it to be able to save about 
$40 million and improve profitability. The 
same method will be applied to the Airbus 
310. he added (AI Aswaq). 


Jordan Sulpho Chemicals Company 

plunges into the red despite higher sales 

** ALTHOUGH JORDAN Sulpho Chemicals increased sales by 49.2 per cent to JD 7.1 
million, the company posted a JD 378,400 loss during 1995. Board chai rman Said Muash- 
er told the shareholders that among tbe negative factors that bave affected such a result were 
tbe competition from a new local industry, the fluctuation of raw material prices at 
international markets and attempts by some foreign companies to dump similar products on 
the local market at below cost prices. Mr. Muasber said interest on loans obtained to finance 
new equipment and the general situation which prevailed after the Gulf war also con- 
tributed to the low result. The companies annual report showed that net shareholders equi- 
ty dropped by eight per cent to JD 433 million at the end of 1995. Total assets stood at JD 
9.6 million of which JD 4.99 million were fixed assets. Current liabilities increased by 3.3 
per cent (Al Ra*i + AI Aswaq). 
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Getting better? Maybe, but 
U.S. team definitely getting old 


ATLANTA (AFJ — It was 
1984. The Olympics were in 
Los Angeles, and the world 
was young. 

Stars of those Games were 
mere babes in arms — 23- 
year-old Carl Lewis. 21- ■ 
year-old Rebecca Twigg. 
Mary Decker Slaney was 
26, areal old-timer. 

With the summer Games 
returning to America, 
Lewis, Twigg and Slaney 
all are back for another shot 
at gold. And while all are 
now close to forty some- 
thing. on this U.S. team they 
are far from ancient. 

In the 12 years between 
America's Games, the aver- 
age age of the U.S. 
Olympic team has jumped 
from 22 years in to almost 
27 years in Atlanta, led by 
50-year-oid fencer Elaine 
Cherris. 

“That aging process 
underscores basic changes 
in Olympic rules and 
improved training proce- 
dures that have allowed ath- 
letes to stay eligible and in 
shape while m along a living 
from their sports. 

“To have the chance at a 
medal again — and at this 
age, too. — is just too 


much,” said 39-year-old 
Sin jin Smith, who has made 
more than $1 million as a 
dominant player in beach 
volleyball and is favoured 
for a gold medal this sum- 
mer. 

The International 

Olympic Committee was 
just changing its rules in 
‘84. ending the restrictions 
on money athletes could 
make from sports and 
opening the door to million- 
aires such as Pete Sampras 
and the Dream Team. 

“It’s a great thing to be 
able to play something for 
so many years because you 
love it, and then get some 
cash,” Smith said. “A job? 
What’s that?” 

Money comes from spon- 
sorships and pro team con-, 
tracts. It’s also provided by 
the U.S. Olympic 
Committee, which has paid 
up to $ 57,875 each to 2,223 
athletes through training 
and support grants in die 
last four years. 

At the Games, the USOC 
will award $15,000 for each 
gold medal, $12^00 for 
each silver and $10,000 for 
each bronze won by its ath- 
letes. Several individual 


also give medal 


sports 
money. 

In addition, the USOC has 
.set up a growing string of 
training centers where 
Olympic eligibles can hone 
their skills in state-of-the- 
art surroundings. 

“That commitment of 
funding and programmes 
makes it possible for ath- 
letes who might otherwise 
have retired because of 
financial difficulties to be 
here in Atlanta," USOC 
executive director Dick 
Schultz said. 

Just the fact that the cen- 
* tennial Games are on home 
ground kept many older 
athletes in the hunt, too. 

T decided to stay around 
because the Games are in 
the United States,” said 
cyclist Jeanne Golay, 34, 
who had planned to retire 
after the Barcelona Games. 
T was pretty burned out 
after '92, and the thought of 
four more years was pretty 
daunting. But 1 got to think- 
ing about it and racing 
before the home crowd — 
dial’s a big boost.” 

As any baby boomer who 
occasionally jogs or swings 
a golf club knows, the mus- 


cles of youth get creaky in 
‘middle age. Yet athletes 
such as Lewis and 42-year- 
old cyclist Kent Bostick are 
in the best shape of their 
lives through rigorous diet 
and training. 

Lewis, whose body-fat 
quotient is down to about 4 
percent, is lifting weights 
for the first time, trying to 
build power and explosive- 
ness. Bostick, relatively . 
chubby at 6 per cent fat, fol- 
lows an organic diet and 
rides 300-350 miles (480- 
560 kms) each week. 

Older athletes also are lis- 
tening to their bodies and 
beading what they hear. 

“My body isn’t capable of 
what it once was. I have to 
pay more attention to it,” 
said Bruce Baumgartner, 
seeking a third wrestling 
gold medal at age 36. T 
can't bounce back as fast, 
my body doesn't recover as 
fast, so I have to know when 
to just stop.” 

For a growing number of 
older U.S. Olympians, the 
time to stop competing 
remains at least a month 
away. 


Struggling Agassi promises to bounce back 


ATLANTA (AFP) — 
Andre Agassi promised 
Thursday he will bounce 
back from a wretched sea- 
son when the Olympic ten- 
nis tournament gets under- 
way here next week. 

The flamboyant American 
has won only one tourna- 
ment all year — taking the 
Lipton title after Goran 
Ivanisevic withdrew from 
the final through injury — 
and made early exits at 
Wimbledon and the French 
Open. 

Asked about his poor per- 
formances, which include 
being booed out of the 
Monte Carlo Open, the for- 
mer world number one 
quipped: 

“Thanks for noticing. 

“I certainly stiff feel I have 
the confidence that in every 
event, if I get the right 
momentum. I can be fight- 
ing for the title. 

“I've struggled more than 
1 would have liked to this 
year. But when you do it 
week after week, year after 
year, you realise there are 
things to be concerned 
about and things not to be 
concerned about." 

“Being here is a great 
moment in my life and I 
want to make it everything 
that it can be. And that 
means going out there and 
busting my ass to win it. 
that’s the bottom line." 

Agassi also confessed to a 
special pride at being a sec- 
ond generation Olympian. 
His father Mike was a mem- 
ber of the Iranian boxing 
team at the 1948 and 1952 



Andre Agassi (left) and Monica Seles, members of the USA Olympic tennis team, 
point at reporters during a press conference in Atlanta (Reuters photo) 

get better without surgery, should be known later in the 


Olympics. 

“There’s something heart- 
touching accomplishment to 
be here’ as a second genera- 
tion. My father is proud if 
not prouder of this than any- 
thing else I’ve done so far.” 

Monica Seles was ylearly 
delighted at being on the 
U.S. Olympic team. 

“I’m vexy excited to be 
here,” she said. T can't wait 
for the competition to start 
and just to play my best. 
I've been looking forward 
to this for more than a year 
and a half.” 

She admitted to still being 
troubled by a shoulder 
injury, but said: “It won’t 


I’ve just got to play foe best 
I can, like I've been doing 
all year.” 

Her excitement was 
shared by beaten 
Wimbledon finalist MaliVai 
Washington, stiff touched 
by foe huge support he 
enjoyed from foe British 
crowds and well wishers 
from around foe world. 

“I always get a lot of sup- 
port wherever I go. but now 
it’s getting bigger,” he said. 
“It’s wonderful." 

Coach Tom Gullikson said 
foe men's team replacement 
for Pete Sampras, who has 
withdrawn through injury. 


day - but was expecting it to 
be Todd Martin. 

Women's coach Billie 
Jean King, whose squad 
also includes Gigi 
Fernandez. Mary Jo 
Fernandez, Chanda Rubin 
and Lindsay Davenport, 
said: “We do have very 
good chances. All of foe 
players know it’s a privilege 
to be here and they're proud 
to be representing their 
country." 

The only questionraark is 
over the match fitness of 
Rubin, who has a stress 
fracture of her hand. 


Computer foul-up causes red faces amongst officials 


ATLANTA (AFP) — The luck of the draw took on a new 
technological meaning Thursday when a computer error 
resulted in the Olympic table tennis men’s singles group- 
ings being changed three times. 

Embarrass ed off icials from foe Internationa] Table Tennis 
Federation (ITTF) looked on helplessly as foe large screen 
kept going blank because the computer read Trinidadian 
Dexter St Louis' name twice. As a result Kazeem Nosiru of 
Nigeria was omitted from foe original draw. 

“It was something to do with foe formula — foe number 
was read twice " explained a red- faced Colin Clemett, the 
technical delegate from the ITTF. “We bad a trial run yes- 
terday and everything went perfectly.” 

Most of foe coaches and managers at the draw laughed at 
foe fou!-up but the North Koreans questioned why their sin- 
gles player Li Gun-Sang kept popping up in different 
groups. 

The final draw placed him alongside 1988 Olympic 


champion Yoo Nam-Kyu of South Korea and the clash 
between foe two countries, who are technically still at war, 
dismayed the North Koreans. 

“A human should have done foe draw — this was not 
right,” said team leader Ra U-Chae. “How could this hap- 
pen?” 

Communist North Korea, a hermit state where millions of 
people are surviving on small bowls of rice, missed foe 
deadline for Olympic participation but after overtures from 
foe International Olympic Committee agreed to compete. 

Their table tennis team was amongst foe world’s best in 
foe early 1990s but their current strength is unknown as 
they did not compete in the 1994 Asian Games or foe 1995 
World Championships. 

When the men’s singles draw was eventually finalised it 
presented a relatively straightforward route into foe knock- 
out stages for foe main contenders. The top player qualifies 
from foe 16 four-player groups. 
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USA champion swimmer Janet Evans polls off her goggles after her afternoon practice laps at the Olympic 
pool in Atlanta (Renter sphoto) 


Maldives swu 


Norwegian 

tests 

positive 


ATLANTA (R) — World 
bronze medallist canoeist 
Peter Ribe has been thrown 
off Norway’s team for foe 
Atlanta Games after a posi- 
tive drugs tests, Norwegian 
Olympic officials said 
Friday. 

Ribe tested positive for 
the stimulant ephedrine at a 
competition in the German 
city of Duisbmg in June 
and faces a three-month 
ban from the sport which 
covers the period of the 
Games which open Friday, 
officials said. The 
Norwegian team was due 
to bold a news conference 
later Friday to give more 
details about foe case. 

The abuse of ephedrine is 
nebulous since athletes in 
foe past have claimed they 
were using foe drug as a 
cold cure. There is evi- 
dence that it has been used 
in foe past as an anorexic 
agent 
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ATLANTA (R) — 

Surrounded by mountains 
of steak, bottomless troughs 
of fresh salad and more than 
2^00 coconut custard pies. 
Chinese Olympic competi- 
tors are going hungry. 

Despite foe cornucopia of 
food provided at Atlanta's 
Olympic village, ream offi- 
cials said foe elaborate 
menus designed to fuel ath- 
letes to new triumphs were 
gening poor reviews from 
the choosy Chinese. 

“The diet here, quite 
frankly, is not suited to us.” 
said chief team spokesman 
Yan Pingquan. “Westerners' 
might like it but our athletes 
are finding it very difficult 
to adapt 

“We are encouraging 
them to eat but they don't 
like foe food. If this contin- 
ues we are worried that it 
might begin to affect their 
health and performance.” 

Yan said the athletes' pre- 
cisely-tuned physiques 
were suffering from the 
strange diet and unaccus- 


tomed beat. 

“People come back and 
say they have no appetite. 
For an athlete, this is very 
bad.” he said. 

Chinese officials have 
asked that foe air condition- 
ing be switched off in their 
rooms to head off foe dan- 
ger of colds caused by fre- 
quent temperature changes. 
“We just tell them to open 
the window,” Yan said. 

The food question, how- 
ever. is a tougher nut to 
crack. While team members 
have made forays to buy 
canned goods and instant 
noodles, the sheer number 
of hungry Chinese is daunr- 
ing. 

“How can we feed hun- 
dreds of hungry athletes this 
way? It doesn't make 
sense,” he said. 

Olympic village food 
organisers were surprised 
by foe Chinese complaints, 
which come despite a vil- 
lage larder stocked to burst- 
ing to feed more than 
10,000 athletes and officials 
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“Most people have been 
exceptionally happy with 
foe food,” he said. “If the 
Chinese had complained to 
us we would certainly have 
taken steps to accommodate 
them.” 

Dr. Ann Grandjean. a 
nutritional consultant to the 
Olympic village dining hall, 
guessed that nerves and' 
stress were foe real reason 
for foe rumbling Chinese 
stomachs. 

"With pre-competition jit- 
ters, athletes begin to get 
antsy and irritable,” she 
said. “They are young and 
probably just want a taste of: 
home.” 
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Shaq signs richest sports contract with Lakers r 
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ATLANTA (AFP) — 
Anfernee Hardaway was 
stunned to discover that 
when foe Olympics here are 
over, so are his days as a 
basketball teammate of 
Shaquille O’Neal. 

The 2.16m center signed 
foe richest contract in sports 
history Thursday, a $120 
million, seven-year deal to 
leave foe National 
Basketball Association’s 
Orlando Magic and join the 
Los Angeles Lakers. 

“It is kind of devastating,” 
said Hardaway, an Orlando 
guard who is also a member 
of foe U.S. Dream Team. 
“It’s just one of those 
things. You have to get foe 
team to get over him and try 
to do your best next sea- 
son.” 

The Magic reached the 
NBA semi-finals this season 
before falling to Michael 
Jordan and the eventual 
champion Chicago Buffs. 

Without O'Neal, 

Hardaway fears the worst 

“I don’t think we can win 
over an entire season with- 
out a guy like Shaquille.” he 
said. “1 just have to get with 
my teammates and get 
ready for foe season and 
play as hard as I can." 

Moving to the Western 
Conference club will give 
O’Neal more games against 
foe NBAs top centers, 
including Olympic team- 
mates David Robinson and 
Hakeem Olajuwon. 

The dizzying amounts, 
including $85 million for 
Gary Payton to stay in 
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Los Angeles Lakers general manager Jerry West (left) and Shaquille O’Neal show off j 
O’Neal’s new Lakers jersey at a press conference in Atlanta. O’Neal reportedly/ 
signed a seven year deal worth $120 million to play center for the team next year 
(Reuters photo) 
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Seattle for seven years, left 
Dream Team forward Karl 
Malone sha ki ng his head. 

The way things are going, 
people who don’t do any- 
thing are getting a lot of 
money. He deserves it 
More power .to him. It’s 
great L.A. did iL They swal- 
lowed really hard to do 
foaL” 

O’Neal’s agent, Leonard 
Armato, was not worried 
about the dollars for such a 
landmark deal. He had foe 
Magic and Lakers in a bid- 
ding war. 


U.S. Olympic coach 
Lenny Wilkens said the 
unprecedented salary run 
cannot and will not contin- 
ue, for foe overall sake of 
foe league. 

“It’s whatever foe market 
will bear,” he said. “You 
won’t see this every year. I 
don’t think foe NBA is 
going to leap over a cliff. 
This was a great opportuni- 
ty for players and they took 
advantage.” 

And foe players certainly 
have no complaints. 

Wilkens said foe signing 


turmoil has not affected the$ 
Dream Team. ; 

“We talked about staying ' 
focused and letting the pen- ? 
pie who represent them take I 
care of foaL” he said : 
“These young men dealt ’ 
with it tremendously and it-J 
has not taken away from ouf ; 
preparation.” * -i‘ 

The only free agent 1 j 
remaining among foe U-S.’ ! 
Olympians is Reggie Miller, ] 
who has been in lengthy ; 
negotiations to stay with’ i 
Indiana. : i 
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BRAVEHEART 

winner of 6 Academy 
Awards 


Layla Elwi. ..in 
Ya Dunya Ya Gharami 

(Arabic) 
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Shows: 12:00, 3:00, 6 : 00 , 9:00 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

Toy Story 

5:00 p.m 


in 


CONCORD “1 " 

Mel Gibson & Sophie Marceau „ 

BRAVEHEART 

winner of 6 Academy Awards 

Shows: 1:00, 5:00,8:30 

CONCORD “2" 
BRAVEHEART 

Shows: 330, 6:30, 9:30 (film duration-3 hours) 


Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 


Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 

play starts 8:30 p.m 
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PRESENTS 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 


Arab Human Rights 

at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 
625155 - 640155 
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Atlanta boasts record number of 


women athletes 
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TLANTA (R) —Women were first allowed into the 

'lympics in 1900 to play golf and tennis. At Atlanta’s 

52S7 °7 if d ? e l of ^ atWetes is a woman 

Banned on pain of death from the ancient Olympics 

toe men ran naked, women were at least allowed to 
IKhJta? m0dem ° lympics were launched in 

A Greek woman marathon runner posted better trial 
nines than many of the men but was stillbanned from rac- 
ing. 

‘T^e Olympic committee deserves censure because it 
was discourteous to refuse entry to a lady," complained the 
Greek newspaper Akropolis. v 

By the year 1900, they were playing golf and tennis in 

TiS? “ ^ 1 gan * :s “ Sl boxing was even 
included as an exhibition sport for women. 

Just 15 women competed in 1900. In Adanta the fijmre 
Uas risen to 3.779 compared to 6,582 men. Thai is l3)00 
awn; women than in Barcelona in 1992 and a record high. 

But it has been a long, hard climb to recognition with 
women athletes arguing that the battle is still not won 
loday. 

Dual Barcelona gold medallist Gwen Torrence said 
women will never be treated as equals. 

“We’ ve come a long way but we have a long way to go. 
It’s going to be very difficult to get a white European man 
[promoting track meetings) to pay women money like they 


pay men,” she told the Atlanta Journal. 

But the Olympics of the the last 20 years have been pep- 
pered with women stars — gymnasts Olga Korbut and 
Nadia Comaneci transformed the sport and sprinter Flo- 
rence Griffith Joyner brought glamour, elegance mid speed 
to the track. 

At the 1984 Games in Los Angeles, Morocco’s Nawal H 
Moutawakel became die first woman from an Islamic 
country to capture gold. 

Her 400-metres hurdle race was televised live on Moroc- 
can television in the early hours' of the monring. King Has- 
san decreed that all girls born that day should be called 
NawaL 

Just over 20 years ago, TLS. sprinter Evely Ashfotd ran 
on the boys highs school team as there was no girls squad. 

Her daughter has a whole new world of opportunity, 
prompting Ashford to reflect: “Things are better. Maybe it 
doesn’t matter if people know who opened the doer as 
long as op po rt u nity is there.” 

But perhaps the medal far the most bizarre case of eqsal 
opportunities should go to Stella Walsh. The 100 metres 
winner at the 1 932 Los Angeles Games re pr ese n ted Poland 
because of the lack of support for women atldetes in the 
United States. 

In 1980, she was shot dead in a robbery. The autopsy 
revealed that Walsh was a man 


aldives swimmer trains in tropical lagoon 


ATLANTA (R) — The 
only Olympic swimmer 
from the Maldives has 
done most of his training 
in a lagoon because 
tourists hog the islands' 
swimming pools. 

Moosa Nazim, who will 
be competing in the 50 
ihetres freestyle, said he 
only enjoys the luxury of 
ipool training in the imm e- 
'*diate run-up to a major 
competition. 

.“AJ1 the swunming 
pools in our country are in 
holiday resorts. They are 
tpo expensive for our 
piympic committee and 
in any case the tourists 
Complain when we use 
them,” he said. 

1 Nazim, who has a mod- 
est personal best of 28.4 
seconds, said the coun- 
try’s swimmers bad to 
make do with a lagoon in 
the capital male, where a 
breakwater gave them 
protection of a sort/The 
water’s usually clean and 
calm bur after the mon- 
• soon it is full of coconuts 
and fallen branches.'’ 

1 He is one of six athletes 
who will be representing 
tne tiny Indian Ocean 
islands. 


Nazim is typical of ath- 
letes from the smaller 
nations who, amid all the 
brash and unashamed 
commercialism which has 
taken over the Atlanta 
Games, are perhaps the 
last representatives of the 
dwindling Olympic spirit 
Another is Sao Tome 
and Principe sprinter 
Osvaldo Barbosa, who 
has trained for the men’s 
110 metre hurdles by 
jumping over pies of 
boxes or improvised bar- 
riers made from bamboo. 

His country’s Olympic 
committee, which like 
Cuba lost an important 
source of cash with the 
break-up of the farmer 
Soviet Union, cannot 
afford to buy proper hur- 
dles. 

“We have enormous dif- 
ficulties,’' said his trainer 
Gervasio De Pina. “We 
can’t even afford to give, 
him a cup of milk. Imag- 
ine an athlete not drinking 
milk.” 

“They (the government) 
want our athletes to get 
results but . they don’t 
realise that you can’t get 
results without helping 
them.” Barbosa, 19, said 


First class HOTEL SUITES with 
excellent RESTAURANT. 

For serious investors fax name, 
telephone and fax to 630572 


our bedrooms house with all facilities i 
joining two bedrooms apartment with 
Separate entrance and garage. Good 
for residence & offices. 

Call 665496 / 

£ Gifts Center 

. Introduces EAU D’EDEN the new 
perfume for women by Cacharel 


’ The Gifts Center represent- 
ed by Ibrahim and Khalid 
4bu Shaqra Trad. Co. one of 
the leading companies in this 
field, introduced to the Jor- 
danian market a new per- 
fane EAU D’EDEN for 
women by CachareL 
. Cacharel now introduces 
its new perfume EAU D'E- 
DEN in the Middle East and 
the Gulf regions: a new 
dimension in Cacharel per- 
fume collection. 

EAU D’EDEN is * a com- 
pletely new fragrance of its 

{ K7i style. "Through EDEN 
ows EAU D’EDEN ... thus 
egins ... another story about 
beifume ... a story of pure , 
jiving water, free running and 
delicately scented . " says 
LOUIT, 

International General Man- 
lager, Cacharel Parfums, 


EAU D'EDEN upsets the 
traditional perception of per- 
fumery through a powerful 
communication whick evokes 
floral feminity, beauty and 
freshness of dew in a dazzle 
of water and light. 

Cacharel chooses Jean 
Paul Goude, creator of mag- 
ical images, to direct EAU 
D’EDEN advertising film. It 
tells the story of the birth of 
the day when dark becomes 
light, when roses become 
woman. - 

EAU D’EDEN is launched 
in two sizes 50 ml and J00 ml 
Eau De Toilette spray, and a 
ISO ml Deodorant butane. 

Ibrahim and Khalid Abu 
Shaqra Trad. Co. has already 
established he Gifts Center 
located at Sweifieh. JabalAl 
Hussein, Um Uthainah, Safe- 
way, C-Town in order lo'con- 
taa the consumer directly. 


be trained on a dirt track 
at Sao Tome’s national 
stadium. 

But, undeterred by this 
and the fact that his medal 
chances are as remote as 
the country itself, he said 
it was all worth it for the 
honour of representing his 
country on its first appear- 
ance at the Olympics. 

“This is a (beam which I 
never thought would he 
possible,” he said. 

A contribution from an 
International Olympic 
Committee fund has 
enabled Sao Tome, a 
group of islands off the 
west coast of Africa; to 


make their first trip to the 
Games with a squad of 
.four athletes. 

. Equally laid-back is 
Mauritanian sprinter Ould 
Nomdine, whose pres- 
ence at the Olympics may 
have cost the west African 
desert country defeat in a 
soccer World Cup qualify- 
ing mafirh 

Nounfine has scored 
three times ih 12 appear- 
ances for Mauri tana’s 
soccer team but did not 
play against Burkina Faso 
in foe tie in which they 
were knocked out because 
he was training for the 
Olympics. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT IN 
WESTERN SHMEISANI FOR RENT 

220 sq.m., second floor apartment, consisting of three 
bedrooms, guest room, living room, veranda, 
independent central heating, telephone, maid room, 
spacious kftchen and luxurious furniture. 

Please call Tel: 665711, 664256 i 

FURNISHED FLAT FdftRENf • i 

Adjacent, one floor flat, cbnsists of 2 bedrooms, 
Sitting, bviriglmd dirtnty with d jXWCft, Sffl&U 

garden, separate central heating and telephone. 
Located near Region HoteL 

Please caH 671860 


Collectors’ Item — For Sale 

Special-made Laforza, 4x4, new Range Rover design, 
royal finishing and options by Italian Masserafi. black 
colour, sunroof, mileage 7,000 only, model 1993, duty 
unpaid, final price: US$ 33,000. 

Please call Ayman: between 8 aJVL ft 6 fun. 
on IbL 646153, after 6 pan. TeL 079 34107 


EMPLOYEES REQUIRED 

A scientific organisation needs to Fecruit 
Jordanians to work in the field of applied 
research and industrial sendees. They should 
be proficient in English and holders of Ph.D. 
degrees from recognised universities with 
outstanding experience in the fields and 
specialisations stated below. Appfications not 
fulfilling the stated requirements will not be 
considered. Salary will be determined 
according to proficiency. 

Field . Specialisation 

Civil engmeering Building materials 
Structures 
Hydraulics 


Computer 

science 


Mechanical 

engineering 

Chemistry 

Environment 

Electronics 

engineering 


Energy 


Finance 


Natural languages processing 
Artificial intelligence 
Communication & 
computer networks 

Metallurgy & materials 
science 

Production engineering 

Petrochemical industries 
Analytical chemistry 

Environmental engmeering 
Environmental chemistry 

Biomedical engineering 
Computer engineering 

Industrial engineering - 
Energy conservation 
Nuclear energy 

Financial management 


Applications and necessary documents 
should be sent to the following address: 

P.O. Box 925819, 

P. C. 11110, 

Amman - Jordan. 


b~\i. 



The U-S- Dream Ifeam field questions from a packed press room during their conference at the INFORUM in 
Atlanta. The Dream Tfeam as weD as all the other basketball competitors will begin play on July 20. From Left to 
Right at tables. Row 1 Mitch Richmond (guard), Scottie Pippen (forward), David Robinson (centre), Coach Lenny 
Witkens, Anferuee Hardaway (guard). Grant Hill (forward), Charles Barclay (forward). Row 2, Hakeem Olajuwon 
(centre), SbaquOle O’Neal (centre), John Stockton (guard), Karl Malone (forward), Reggie Miller (guard) (Reuters 
photo) 

U.S. Dream Team carefree 


ATLANTA (R) — The U.S. Dream Team, with no cred- 
ible opposition in foe Olympic basketball tournament to’ 
worry about, had a barrel of laughs at their first Atlanta 
press confereuce. 

Irrepressible power forward Charles Barkley was the 
down prince of the event, mugging, wisecracking and 
even playing an imaginary violin as centre David 
Robinson managed to find many good things to say 
about Olympic teams the Americans demolished in 
exhibition matches ahead of foe games. 

But another power forward, Karl Malone, got the 
longest laughs, building them like a nightclub comedi- 
an. 

A Scandinavian reporter, admitting he was “new to 
this business,” asked Malone “why do you get two 
points for a basket” His meaning was obscure, but 
Malone answered him literally. “It's the rules of the 
game, my man.” 

As laughter percolated around the packed theatre, 

Malone added: “That’s a tough question.” 

Malone went on to explain that there is also such a 
diing as a three-point shot “If you shoot behind the 
three-point fine, you get three. 

“Why? Because that’s how we do it over here in 
America,” he concluded triumphantly. 

Actually, that’s how they do it most everywhere. 

Another reporter interrupted the proceedings by 
touting that a security guard was ejecting him for no 
■reason. Barkley, eager to get tilings over with, shouted 
bade “Get out. I want to go play golf.” Offidals sent : 
someone to talk to the reporter, and he was allowed to 

• S jlven foe-straight-arrowRobinson got in- some gentle 
mockery. When a Peruvian reporter asked his opinion it better.” 


about Peru’s basketball players, Robinson asked: “Do 
they have a team?” not at the Olympics, certainly. 

Coach Lenny Wilkens thoroughly enjoyed it all, shar- 
ing smiles and raised eyebrows with his players and 
making the joke announcement that Barkley had been 
named the team's sergeant at arms — the most unlikely 
enforcer of anybody’s rules of order. 

Barkley was asked several times about his current 
feelings about Australia's point guard Shane Heal, 
whom he shoved and argued with in an exhibition 
game, but then hugged afterwards. 

“He's a talkative little fella,” said Barkley. 

His final explanation: “I’m very consistent I try to bit 
everybody.” 

The atmosphere was a contrast with that surrounding 
the regal, some said arrogant, original Dream Team in 
Barcelona. “We had a more serious team in ‘92,” said 
Barkley. “This team here is fun, we keep everybody 
loose.?’ . .. 

Wilkens agreed that the Barcelona team “was a little 
more serious” but added: “I like the way these young 
men are respondi ng, I think if yon do something, why 
notenjoy it? Becati^f ydu enjoy it, you’re going to do 


Popular Myth: 

It’d good to be 
“Fashionably Late 




At Rihani gentlemen l j clothing 
edtahlidhmentd, we have our 
eyed on the latedt fadbionj and 
newedt materiald . How? We 
dimply attend and place oar 
orderd at the biggedt European 
fad bio n dhowd one year in 
advance. 

How many local . 

manufacturerd do thid? 

Not many ... In fact, judt one, 
Rihani 

We can never be acciued of 
being fashionably late! 
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Jewish settlers club Palestinians, journalists 


QARYOUT, West Bank (R) 
— Jewish settlers broke the 
nose of a Palestinian woman 
and clubbed two foreign 
news cameramen on Friday 
in dashes with Arabs 
protesting land seizures in 
the Israeli-occupied West 
Bank, witnesses said. 

Palestinian witnesses said 
the clash began when about 
200 Arabs carrying banners 
marched onto land they said 
settlers had taken from 
Qaryout village near Shilo 
Jewish settlement in the 
northern West Bank. 

They said the Palestinians 
began pulling down a fence 
and .set fire to dry brush. 
Settlers armed with clubs 
and sub-machineguns 
arrived and began stoning 
and clubbing the 
Palestinians who threw 
stones in turn at the settlers. 

At least one settler wildly 
fired hi& Uzi sub-machine- 
gun in the air during the 
unrest but wounded no one. 

“Since this new Likud 
government these settlers 
feel empowered. This land 
is our life. If they keep this 
up. our lives will be mean- 
ingless." said protester 
Mushtaq Mohammed, refer- 
ring to the May 29 election 
of hardline Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu. 

Israeli soldiers, who had 


escorted the protesters as 
they marched along a main 
road, stood by after the 
Palestinians left the road 
and only intervened once 
the clash begad. 

Palestinians said the sol- 
diers tried to disperse them 
with teargas but did nothing 
to the settlers. 

Israeli authorities said 
they were checking the 
report. 

At one point a settler 
clubbed WTN television 
cameraman Abdul Rahman 
Khabisa in the legs and then, 
as Mr. Khabisa turned to 
walk away, a settler clubbed 
him on the back of the head. 
He fell to the ground. 
Settlers also clubbed 
Associated Press camera- 
man Abdul Rahim Q us ini in 
the back. 

Both men were taken to 
hospital in Israel. 

Reuters television filmed 
the clubbing of Mr. Khabisa 
as well as men carrying 
Fatmeh A1 Boom, a 76-year- 
old Palestinian woman, 
from the scene as she 
clutched her nose streaming 
with blood. The men said 
settlers had beaten Ms. 
Boom. Hospital officials in 
Nablus later said Ms. 
Boom's nose was broken. 

The settlers smashed the 
windscreens and rear win- 


Syria’s Assad visits tomb of brother 

DAMASCUS (R) — Syrian President Hafez Al-Assad 
on Friday visited the tomb of his elder brother Ismael AH 
Al Assad north of Damascus, officials said. Mr. Assad 
had led the funeral procession on Thursday — the day 
his brother died — in the coastal town of Qandaha. birth 
place of the Syrian leader, some 320 kilometres north of 
Damascus. Officials said Mr. Assad. 65. his brothers and 
members of his family received citizens who came to 
offer their condolences. Ismael’s age and the cause of his 
death were not published. 

Eritrea frees 68 Egyptian fishermen 

CAIRO (AP) — Sixty-eight Egyptian fishermen arrest- 
ed earlier this month off the Eritrean coast returned 
home Friday. The men. who had left the Egyptian port of 
Suez last month, were detained in the southern Red Sea 
after apparently crossing into Eritrea's territorial waters. | 
officials said. Egyptians have often run afoul of authori- 
ties in Libya, Yemen and Eritrea for fishing in their ter- 
ritorial waters. In April, Yemen released 17 Egyptians 
arrested for fishing off its coast. 


Russia urges new Arab-Israeli talks 

MOSCOW (R) — Russia called on Friday for the 
resumption of Arab-Israeli peace talks, saying any delay 
could provide opportunities for extremists to set back the 
process. Deputy Foreign Minister Viktor Posuvalyuk 
said after talks with senior Palestinian official Mahmoud 
' Abbas that they had agreed progress towards peace had 
to be on the basis of the 1991 Madrid conference and the 
principle of land-for-peace. They said in a joint commu- 
nique chat agreements which had already been reached 
had to be put into effect. “I am categorically against a 
pause or delay in the talks process...It is a chance for 
extremists to try to turn things back in the Middle East 
process, to impose the language of force, of terror and 
extremism.” Mr. Posuvalyuk told a news conference. 

2 Sudanese arrested for organ-trafficking 

CAIRO t AFP) — Egyptian authorities have broken up a 
human-organ trafficking ring led by two Sudanese who 
“exploited destitute Egyptians” and sold their organs to 
rich individuals in Gulf Arab states, a newspaper here 
said Friday. Mohammad Al Amin Ahmed, 25. and 
Mohammad Agab Mohammad, 45, recruited poor 
Egyptians and bought their organs for $10,000. taking a 
20 per cent commission, the government daily Al 
Akhbur reported. The “donors” passed medical tests 
which were faxed to rich Gulf residents to assure a tis- 
sue match. 

Bathing suits banned in Egyptian resort 

CAIRO (AP) — No shorts or bathing suits will be 
allowed in the streets of one of Egypt’s main Mediter- 
ranean resorts. The governor fears too much skin would 
offend the morals and traditions of the bedouin popula- 
tion around Marsa Matrouh. Gov. Abdul Moneim Said 
asked hotels and youth camps to publicise the decision 
in Arabic. French and English so that tourists would be 
aware of it, Al Akhbar newspaper said Friday. For the 
conservative nomads of Marsa Matrouh, 435 kilometres 
northwest of Cairo, wearing revealing clothes, such as 
shorts or bathing suits, is considered immodest behavior. 


Going - Out - Of - Business 
SOLE 

20 - 31 July, 1996 
50% or more discount on 
ail regular prices 


dows of 14 cars owned by 
Arabs. Palestinians said. 

Palestinians said the set- 
tiers were stealing land from 
Qaryout village, fencing off 
about 153 hectares (375 
acres). 

Asked why the 
Palestinians had set fire to 
one of the fields, Khamis Al 
Hamad, one of the demon- 
strators, said dead under- 
brush was burned every 
summer. 

He added: “It shows this is 
their property.” 

About 130,000 Jews live 
in settlements scattered 
among the two million 
Palestinians of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip occu- 
pied by Israel in 1967. Some 
of the territory has been 
handed over by Israel to 
Palestinian self-rule since 
1994 under an interim peace 
deaL 

The area of Friday’s unrest 
is still under Israeli control 

Mr. Netanyahu, who 
opposes trading occupied 
land for peace, has said 
Israelis have the right to set- 
tle anywhere in the occupied 
lands. The previous govern- 
ment, while expanding set- 
tlements around Jerusalem, 
had frozen new settlement 
building and the expansion 
of peripheral settlements. 



WTN cameraman Abdul Rahman Khabisa is tended by a Palestinian nurse in an ambulance before being evacu- 
ated to hospital Friday. Mr. Khabisa was attacked and beaten by Israeli settlers while filming dashes between 
Palestinian villagers and settlers from nearby Shilo over land confiscation (Renters photo) 


Hizbollah, Israel to start prisoner swap Sunday 


BEIRUT (AP) — Lebanon’s 
interior minister said Friday 
an oft-delayed German-roedi- 
aied bodies-and-prisoner 
exchange between Hizoboliah 
and Israel is expected to take 
place on Sunday. 

‘The mediation efforts are 
taking place in a positive 
atmosphere. The results will 
emerge within.48 hours and 
the mission is expected to be 
crowned with success,” 
Michel Murr told reporters 
alter meeting with Bond 
Sehmidbauer, Chancellor 
Helmur Kohl's intelligence 
adviser. 

Mr Sehmidbauer later set 
Sunday as the deadline for the 
Iranian-backed Hizoboliah, or 
Party of God, to hand over the 
remains of two Israeli soldiers 
for the remains of Shiite 
Muslim prisoners held by 
Israel along with the remains 
of guerrillas killed in clashes, 
government sources said. 
They spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 

Mr. Sehmidbauer, who has 
negotiated the exchange over 


three months of secret talks, 
arrived from Damascus for 
the 45-minute meeting with 
Mr. Murr. 

He later left aboard a 
German government jet for 
the Syrian capital accompa- 
nied by two aides and a six- 
man German security team. 

Mr. Murr said the prisoner 
exchange will take place 
under Lebanese government 
supervision. 

Government sources said 
Mr Sehmidbauer was sched- 
uled to land at Beirut airport at 
8 a.m. (0500 GMT) on 
Sunday to take custody of the 
remains of the two Israelis at 
10 a.m. (0700 GMT) and then 
fly toIsraeL 

Simultaneously. Israel will 
free more than 100 Shiite pris- 
oners through gateways on the 
boundary of the bonder 
enclave it occupies in South 
Lebanon. 

Remains of several 
Hizoboliah guerrillas killed in 
attacks in the enclave, which 
Israel calls a “security zone.” 
will be repatriated the same 


way. They have been readied 
in coffins at the Israeli border 
town of Rosh Haniqra. 

The sources did not disclose 
the exact number of prisoners 
to be freed or remains to be 
handed over. But earlier 
Friday, the conservative Al 
Liwa daily quoted Lebanese 
Foreign Minister Fans Bweiz 
as saying 135 Lebanese will 
be freed. 

Hizoboliah says some J00 
guerrillas have been IdUed in 
South Lebanon over the last 
10 years. Most of them were 
buried in a cemetery in north- 
ern Israel. 

Mr. Bweiz had expected the 
swap to start Friday with a 
first stage of “bodies for bod- 
ies.” There was no explana- 
tion for die delay, the fourth 
this week amid disputes over 
numbers and efforts by both 
sides to improve the condi- 
tions. 

On Thursday, the German 
team positively identified the 
remains of the Israeli soldiers, 
who were captured in South 
Lebanon in 19S6 and later 


U.S. presses for new African 
candidate to replace Ghali 



UNITED NATIONS (USIA) 
— U.S. officials are calling 
the Organisation of African 
Unity’s (OAU) qualified 
endorsement of a second term 
for U.N. Secretary-General 
Boutros Ghali the “high water 
mark” in the 73-year-old 
Egyptian’s reelection cam- 
paign. 

But remaining steadfast 
behind Dr. Ghali “will destroy 
the chances of Africa to retain 
the secretary-general post for a 
second term.” one official 
cautioned. Dr. Ghali’s contin- 
ued pursuit of this office can 
only harm the United 
Nations,” the official said. 

The drama over who will 
head the United Nations for 
the next five years, starting in 
January 1997, has entered a 
second stage as governments 
begin to make tiieir positions 
known on the issue of whether 
to support a second term for 
Dr. Ghali. 

“Our general feeling is that 
there were two summits after 
our statement... in Lyon (at the 
G-7 summit) it barely came 
up. We were not heavily pres- 
sured by (he other leaders to 
change our minds, and the 
OAU summit declaration was 
the minimum of what we 
would have expected,” said a 
U.S. official who declined to 
be named. 

The diplomatic flap at the 
world organisation began 
when the United States let it 
be known in June that it had 
lost confidence in Dr Ghali’s 
ability and dedication to carry 
out necessary fiscal and man- 
agerial reforms and would 
veto his candidacy when the 
Security Council takes up the 
issue. Hours later On Ghali, 
who had declared he was a 
one-term secretary-general 


when he assumed office in 
1991, announced that he had 
decided to seek a second term 
“in view of the strong 
endorsement from member 
states.” 

The U.S. official pointed out 
to journalists in July that only 
18 of the more than 50 African 
leaders at the annual summit 
in Cameroon pushed through 
the “declaration” supporting 
the continued tenure of an 
African in the top U.N. post 
and “recommending the can- 
didature" of Dr. Ghali for the 
job. After that African effort. 
Dr. Ghali’s campaign “will 
begin to collapse.” the U.S. 
official predicted. 

U.S. officials point out that 
several key heads of state at 
the African summit objected 
to the declaration. 

“We understand (the decla- 
ration) to mean the OAU is to 
begin consulting with all of 
the Africans since all of them 
didn’t participate in this deci- 
sion on the candidacy of 
Boutros Ghali. We understand 
that the foreign ministers are 
of the understanding that if in 
the course of that consultation 
it is determined that he cannot 
get a consensus recommenda- 
tion — which he does not now 
have — that people will begin 
to push For other options,” die 
official said. 

“We would expect over time 
that as relevant countries 
understand that to pursue a 
Boutros Ghali second term — 
because of his unwillingness 
to step down — will only have 
the effect of destroying any 
chance for Africa to have a 
second term.” the official said 

Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher. National Security 
Adviser Anthony Lake, U.S. 
Ambassador Madeleine 


Albright and other senior offi- 
cials have been personally 
explaining the U.S. position to 
governments around the 
world. 

’The phrase that we have 
used at the head-of-state level 
and down is that “this decision 
is irrevocable.” said the U.S. 
official. 

‘The bottom line (essential 
point) is that we keep reiterat- 
ing to those who don’t under- 
stand our political system and 
think that somehow if this is 
postponed until after (the U.S. 
presidential elections in) 
November we would change 
our minds that we are not 
going to change our minds,” 
the official said 

“Once that is clear, then we 
can move on to have quiet 
consultations with other coun- 
tries about who would be the 
right person." the official said. 

Although G inton adminis- 
tration officials have denied 
die speculation, some diplo- 
matic observers have contin- 
ued to feel that the possibility 
of Dr. Ghali's reeJecuon was 
becoming a foreign policy 
issue in the upcoming U.S. 
presidential election and thus 
pushed the Clinton adminis- 
tration to make a very early 
announcement on the post and 
thus remove one aspect of the 
U.N. issue from die campaign. 

But U.S. officials maintain 
that the precedent-setting 
announcement reflected 
domestic, partisan politics 
only in the sense that the 
administration is concerned 
about getting hundreds of mil- 
lions of dollars for the United 
Nations from an increasingly 
critical Republican Congress. 

U.S. officials also have con- 
tinually stressed that they have 
no candidates in mind. 


died in captivity. 

The team, which included a 
forensic expert and a coroner, 
made the identification on the 
basis of dental charts and 
other records provided by 
IsraeL 

The bodies of privates 
Rah amim Alsheikh and 
American-born Yosef Fink 
were exhumed from a secret 
burial site some distance from 
Beirut on Thursday. 

In a development apparently 
unrelated to the exchange, but 
which could help improve the 
political climate. Israel 
Thursday released a Lebanese 
newsman it had held for more 
than a month on suspicion of 
links with the Hizoboliah. 

Ali Dhiya, 44. a freelance 
reporter for (he French news 
agency. Agence France 
Presse, was detained June 13. 

Although Mr. Bweiz said all 
Lebanese prisoners held by 
Israel would be freed, govern- 
ment sources said they did not 
expect the swap to include 
Shiite leaders Sheikh Abdul 
Karim Obeid and Mustafa 


Diram. 

Sbeikh Obeid was kid- 
napped from his South 
Lebanon home by Israeli 
commandos in 1989. Mr. 
Dirani from the Bekaa Valley 
in a similar operation in 1994. 
Both were apparently abduct- 
ed in connection with Israeli 
efforts to determine the fate of 
missing servicemen. 

Israel bas demanded firm 
word on the fate of another 
missing serviceman, air force 
navigator CapL Ron Arad, in 
exchange for the release of 
Sheikh Obeid and Mr. Dirani. 

CapL Arad’s F-4 Phantom 
was shot down over South 
Lebanon on Ocl 17, 1986. 
Israel contends he is held by 
Iran. HizoboIIah’s patron. 

In addition to CapL Arad. 
Fink and Alsheikh, three other 
Israeli servicemen, Zacharia 
BaumeL Zvi Feldman and 
Yehuda Katz, are missing. 
They disappeared June ll, 
1982, the fifth day of Israel’s 
invasion of Lebanon. Israeli 
officials believe they are dead 


Jordan witnesses 
2nd mass wedding 


AMMAN (AFP) — Five 
Jordanian couples tied the 
knot Friday in the second 
mass wedding staged by a 
charitable committee, 
designed to overcome finan- 
cial and social hindrances 
before marriage in this con- 
servative country. 

Unlike traditional wedding 
pageants known to cost thou- 
sands of dinars at five-star 
hotels, the collective matrimo- 
ny was celebrated smoothly 
by families of the five couples 
at a school auditorium. 

More than two thousand 
invitees danced to the music at 
the two-hour austerity party in 
which soft drinks and pieces 
of cake were offered. 

The organisers, “Emaculate 
Society," chaired by Islamist 
Senate member Abdul Latif 
Arabiyat. had issued invita- 
tion cards in the name of five 
couples and their respective 
parents. 

The first collective wedding 


was held by the same society 
on Aug. 10. when four cou- 
ples entered the wedlock in a 
similar low-profile festivity, 
which cost some $2,000 
donated by private enterpris- 
es. 

Established in 1993, the 
Emaculate Society plans to 
break the shackles that keep 
alarming numbers of young 
men and women out of wed- 
lock due to hefty financial 
burdens amid spiralling 
prices. Ever since, the society 
offered marriage seekers 
concessional loans to more 
than 200 couples. 

The per capita income for 
average Jordanian is estimat- 
ed at S 1.000 per year. 

According to a study by the 
University of Jordan, roughly 
60 per cent of women aged 
between 20 and 25 are single 
whereas celibacy rates 
amongst men between 25 and 
30 are estimated at 45 per 
cent 


Two Hungarians arrested in 
Morocco for drug trafficking 
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Major: Diana still 
has important 
public role 

LONDON (R) — British C 
Prime Minisrer John Major m 
said Princess Diana would ** 
continue to play an impor- f 
tant role in public life ^1 
despite her divorce from "■ 
Prince Charles and the loss & 
of her royal title. He told 
Independent Television sta- # 
tion ITN it was wrong to i 
suggest Princess Diana 
would disappear from view Z 
after she announced she 
was resigning as patron of Z 
more than 100 charities to ' . 
concentrate on her personal . % 
life. “She is a member of 
the royal family and she 
will remain a raember...So 7 
she is going to have aa 
important role in our public 
life as far ahead as we can {■- . 
see,’’ he said. - ' 

Royal stalker fined ^ 
by British court 
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LONDON (R) — A Ger- ; 

man doctor who was arrest- - Iur l ' “ . ‘ ‘‘ j ’ 

ed for carrying a placard - L fj 

which bore insulting com- 1 j 

raents about Britain’s r ”.:' 

Queen Elizabeth was fined ■■■Uu. tne 

£100 ($150) by a London v ~ \|: Kahunti''* 
court. Klaus Wagner, 37, week, 

who believes the queen is .. i .vrmufton 

possessed by the devil and J ““ \j Li l ,;— ' *Hii 
should be replaced by Prin- ™-' :r . . .. U.S. 
cess Diana, was found "C muj- 

guilty of insulting behav- 
iour and displaying a sign ; ,. r ; Kino _ 

which could cause distress, i x 
During a ceremonial pa- - 
rade in London lasr month Mtiustter* 

Mr. Wagner was seen hold- Jc '-f Wfl 
ing a placard which re- ;hc Kingdom 
ferred to the queen as Pr Muasfier 

“Elizardbeast” and linked ; and 

her to the devil. ? . r.ec«d;jtinc a 


xa.c rrivcss 

: r. :he King- 
He *aid 


Massage improves 
baby’s well-being 

LONDON (R) — Massa- 
ging babies helps them 
sleep, increases their alert- 
ness and improves their 
overall sense of well-being, 
a U.S. doctor who spe- 
cialises in touch research 
said. “Baby massage has 
remarkable benefits for 
both babies and their par- 
ents... It has also been 
linked to additional health 
benefits such as relieving 
colic and boosting the 
immune system." Tiffany 
Field said. Dr. Field, foun- 
der of the Touch Research 
Institute at the University 
of Miami, said infants up to 
six months old who were 
massaged for 15 minutes a 
day for two weeks took 
only nine minutes to fall 
asleep compared to 22 min- 
utes before. 

Rome gives pets a 
holiday deal 
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ROME (R) — Cats and , ' ™ P° lice 
dogs are to get to see the up protest 
sights of Rome under a 

scheme announced by the ^XaRa i r > p .• 

city that will allow tourists ^ , Jp a demonstration 
to stay in hotels with their W n « h,.^T . 


RABAT (R) — Morocco 
has arrested two 
Hungarians it said were 
involved in an international 
drugs smuggling network, 
the interior ministry said on 
Friday. 

The ministry's anti-nar- 
cotics commission said the 
police arrested a Hungarian 
man and a woman after they 
discovered 554 kilo- 
grammes of cannabis care- 
fully packed and hidden in 
the boot of their car in the 
northern town of Tetouan, 

Two Moroccans were also 
arrested, it said in a stute- 


ra ^ n1, on suspicion of substance 

Further investigations abuse after he was found 
showed tbar those arrested passed out in a stranger's 
were part of an intemation- home in Malibu, police 

al supply network some of said. The arrest came just 

whose members had been hours after the district at- 
arrested in Spain in June. tomey’s office filed felony 
Police were still looking charges of drug possession 
tor other foreigners and and misdemeanour counts 
Moroccans belonging to the of drunk driving and pos- 
same ring, the statement session of a concealed wea- 


pets. The project, to which 
25 hotels have signed up, is 
part of a drive by the city 
council to discourage Ita- 
lians from abandoning 
their pets when they go on 
their summer holiday. 
Tourism officer Francesco 
Carducci Artenisio said the 
scheme should boost 
Rome's image as it pre- A 
pares for a huge influx of ^ 
tourists in the year 2000. 
the start of the third railien- 


Actor Robert 
Downey Jr. 
arrested again 

LOS ANGELES (R) — 
Actor Robert Downey Jr, 
who already faces drug 
charges, was arrested again 
on suspicion of substance 
abuse after he was found 
passed out in a stranger's 
home in Malibu, police 
said. The arrest came just 
hours after the district at' 
tomey’s office filed felony 
charges of drug possession 
and misdemeanour counts 


said. 

Morocco launched a 
crackdown on drug smug- 
gling this year, vowing to 
eradicate the illegal trade- 
which has marred hs image 
abroad. 


pon against the 31-year-old 
actor stemming from w 
incident last month. Dow- 
ney faces charges of tres- 
passing and being under 
the influence of a con- 
trolled substance. 
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